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May 2018 Worship Services    Theme:  Creativity 

 

 
 
May 6 at 10:30am 
"Processing Creative Process Creatively" 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
with ASL Interpreter 

Creativity is that place where new thought, new action, and new life show up. We are all 
creative in some way. It is not just artists putting paint to canvas or musicians playing an 
instrument. Each of us is creating throughout our day in ways big and small.  
    
May 13 at 10:30am 
"God Writes a Classified Ad"  
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
with ASL Interpreter 

Help Wanted - People to co-create the Universe with me. Must have a creative spirit, an 
eye for beauty, and a strong stomach. No references needed. Apply in person. 
Compensation is in the form of life. Sliding scale according to productivity.  
 
May 20 at 10:30am 
"Blank Canvas" 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
Life emerges from the creative moment. Creativity is a partnership between life 
happening and our unique part in this continual unfolding. We are all co-creating this 
world together. This morning we will create a worship service together. 
  
May 27 at 10:30am 
"The Promise and the Practice of Our Faith"  
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
with ASL Interpreter 

This morning our UU worship service will center entirely on the voices and the 
experiences of black Unitarian Universalists. What truths might we hear, however 
difficult, that might teach us to be better allies, better siblings in faith, and even better 
citizens in our community? 
  

http://www.uufco.org/


Thoughts Scott Begot 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 

 

Baseball season is here. We are Cubs fans in our house. Last year, we traveled to Washington 

D.C. to see an old friend – Alex, a Cardinals fan. We pulled in late for the weekend visit around 

midnight after many hours on the road. We carried the kids into the house asleep and put them 

straight into beds that had been prepared for them. It had been a long drive and everyone was 

ready to call it a day.  

My seven-year-old son, Simon, woke up early in the morning before everyone else in the house. 

He was playing in the living room when Alex came downstairs and started making coffee. Simon 

and Alex had met once before during a weekend I had the joy of marrying Alex and his wife, but 

I do not think Simon really remembered him. I overheard Alex giving a valiant effort to get to 

know Simon, but Simon was feeling shy and uncertain since Mom and Dad were not in the room 

yet. The conversation could find a foothold. Alex is a huge baseball fan and had a baseball 

news show on the television as a part of his morning routine. He saw Simon watching it and 

asked, “Do you like baseball?”  A home run of a question…  

Simon excitedly started telling Alex all about the baseball team he played on, about the game 

the day before, and about how last season he was on the Blue Jays and how now he was on 

the Cubs. Then Simon brought out his baseball hats to show off. Alex was listening with great 

interest and asking lots of questions, enjoying hearing this new fan’s perspective on the game. 

To Simon’s amazement, Alex had a large baseball hat collection of his own hanging on a wall. 

Alex began explaining some of the games finer points and Simon listened intently. By the time I 

came out and joined the conversation, a bond based on baseball had formed.     

As Unitarian Universalists, we talk a lot about our diversity and differences. “We need not think 

alike to love alike,” we say. We come together believing many different things theologically and 

from many paths in life. We appreciate that we have a religious freedom that allows each to 

respond to the holy in the way it speaks to them. There is a great deal to learn and be curious 

about in our diversity.  

AND, we also have a lot in common. Like Simon and Alex, these places might not be apparent 

at first. They may take conversation and courage to find. Once we locate them, the ways our 

lives, beliefs, and values overlap can offer us the opportunity to connect with each other. Shared 

commonalities create a bridge to relate with people. Finding similarities enables us to form 

relationships with near anyone. Overlap might not be obvious. It might be elusive. You might 

think it is impossible to find something in common with some people. But even someone you 

believe is your opposite in every way, at the very least, that person is a fellow human being on 

our planet hoping for a positive experience of this odd thing called life. We all are here together 

(wherever “here” is). That is our great similarity and, at the very least, if we recognize this 

commonality we might find some new teammates.  

There are a lot of new people at the fellowship. Coffee hour is pretty crowded. It can be easy to 

become overwhelmed. So we are being intentional about trying to find new ways to facilitate 



connections and will continue to do so. The One-to-One conversations hosted by the Healthy 

Congregations Team were a giant success with over sixty people participating. We plan to do it 

again. Neighborhood groups are also being started. And there are always ongoing activities and 

offerings to take part in. Teams and committees are another way to get involved. Justice events 

are unfolding. Our Congregational Life Facilitator, Chela Sloper, is always just a phone call 

away to help you find a place to plug in.    

Looking to make some connections at UUFCO? Guess what, so is everyone else. There is 

someone at the fellowship you have never spoken to that shares some overlap of life with you. I 

know it. We just have to find it. Alex and Simon were able to find an unlikely connection and 

create a bond over a love of baseball. But don’t expect everything to match up. And that’s okay, 

too. It was clear at the end of the trip that Alex will remain a diehard Cardinals fan, while Simon 

is still adamant that the Cubs are the best baseball team in the world. There is connection to be 

found in our similarities and our differences. Let’s find some together. Play ball!  

  



The President’s Perspective 
Max Merrill 

 

In this time of seemingly unending doom and gloom, from our very non presidential president, to 

our cowardly Congress, and our senseless violence, both here and abroad, I like to occasionally 

think about things that are inspiring: 

1. The social justice work which is being done throughout this country and particularly at 

UUFCO with its fire flies, tutorial program, neighbor love, democracy outreach to name a 

few. 

2. The “me too” movement which may have had an effect on the recent Bill Cosby verdict, 

hopefully sending a message that sexual assault and harassment will no longer be 

tolerated by aggressive males in power positions. Keep coming forward women of 

America, perhaps we will now listen to your voices which are legion. 

3. The anti-gun stand being taken by hundreds of thousands of young Americans, who no 

longer wish to live in a society in which the angry, or the mentally ill can slaughter 

innocent lives, against a Congress which is dominated by monetary greed and fear of the 

NRA. Outstanding! 

4. The hard work and outstanding achievements being exhibited by thousands of our 

students in spite of the constant bombardment of the news media about our educational 

woes. If you are like me I am most often impressed with the students I meet. I also know 

that teachers are working hard to furnish an education to our students which will prepare 

them for the complex, tech oriented work society which will greet them all come 

graduation. 

5. In spite of the many publicized cases of “cops gone wrong” I applaud the men and women 

of our police forces who put their lives on the line each day so that we will enjoy safer 

communities. Police officers like Matt Fine who I worked with from time to time as a 

practicing attorney and unfortunately died recently from an accident on his farm. These 

officers love their communities and deserve our support even though there may be, as in 

any group of individuals, some bad apples which tend to smear the reputation of the 

whole department. Let’s be frank, I even heard of one person who thought that not all 

attorneys were honest! Can you imagine such an idea? 

The list could go on and one but you get the idea. The point is we need to recognize that there 

are still wonderful things happening in this country and its people, perhaps unlike its leader, are 

not uncaring, racist thugs. Let us make our voices heard in raising the good examples of this 

country to the top and not let our jaded news coverage cover this goodness with the minority of 

abnormal behaviorists.  

I know I am on my soap box but sometimes I just want to throw off this cloak of tragedy which 

our society seems to be clothed in these days. Since it is April I want to be “singin’ in the rain”.  

Thanks for listening. 

 



Congregational Life Facilitator 
Chela Sloper 

 

A VOLUNTARY COMMUNITY 

I hope this is a true statement for us all:  We are here (at UUFCO) 

because we want to be.  

It wasn’t too long ago that there were social pressures to be “church-

goers” in America: it was once a binding thread in much of American life, with dissenters and 

non-believers being looked upon with suspicion – or worse! In our membership classes –  where 

we all get to share a thimble’s worth of our spiritual journey –we often hear stories of being 

taken to church or Sunday school against our will, later marked by a day of reckoning when we 

exerted our will to say “no” or “yes” to what we give our time to.  

It is the “Yes!” of our voluntary response that leads us to become part of this congregation. 

Love is the spirit of this fellowship, and service is its law. 

So much of congregational life is powered by finding ways to express that “Yes” in smaller, 

disparate ways, ways that buoy us all. The combination of all voluntary contributions makes our 

congregation dynamic, cooperative, and (hopefully) happy. The simple arithmetic of 

congregational life means that a greater number of volunteers reduces the load that all would 

bear.  

Consider: those who write policy as well as those who make coffee are volunteers. Those who 

sing in the choir and those who operate the dishwasher are both freely giving of their time and 

energy. Some personality types lead to serving on the board or teaching a class, and others to 

being “worker bees”. Some enjoy sharing their professional skills and knowledge, and others 

want to do something entirely different from what their work life is (or was). There’s some way 

for each of us to contribute. 

Remember: It’s most helpful – particularly for Sunday volunteers – to use our Sign Up website in 

advance of Sunday. The team leads are checking whether they have enough people signed up; 

it is so satisfying for them when they can see that a Sunday crew is full! But if you arrive on 

Sunday with energy to help, it’s best directed with a question toward those already filling the 

tasks, “Can I help?”  If you’ve never done a particular Sunday task, ask the team lead for a little 

training. (For instance, Liz Dougherty is very happy to do “private trainings” with one or two 

newbies for making coffee.) 

Where would you like to get involved?  As your congregational life facilitator, I am happy to talk 

with you about where you might “dip your toe in the water” if you haven’t found where you can 

contribute to congregational life. And yes, there are periods of our lives when work, family, or 

health considerations preclude any other commitments. That’s fine, too.  

This is our covenant: 

to dwell together in peace, to seek the truth in love, and to help one another. 



 

 

  

Events and Announcements 

 

 

  

Music Transition Notes 
 
After beginning our choir thirteen years ago, our 
beloved Music Director, Virlene Arnold, is stepping 

down. She announced her retirement to the choir 
and to the congregation this past month. The 

beautiful music we enjoy on choir Sundays and the community of the choir 
exists because of Virlene's steadfast dedication and love of music.  
 

As coincidence would have it, our longtime pianist Dick Falxa is also retiring. 
He has been seated behind the keyboard for the UUFCO community for 

twenty-five years. Dick began his musical career as a church organist at the 
age of fourteen.  
 

Virlene will be passing the baton to our own Mark Hickman. Virlene and Dick 
have assured us that they are not vanishing but will still be a part of our 

music program, and we are grateful for that. What would music making at 
the fellowship be without them there! We will be celebrating their musical life 
with the congregation at our year end Flower Communion service on June 

10. Bravo! Bravo! 

 

 

  

May Day 2018  

Celebrated Sunday, May 6 
noon to 2 p.m.  

Let's celebrate spring! 

May Day has traditionally been celebrated on 
May 1st, and marks the mid-way point between 

the spring equinox and summer solstice in the 
northern hemisphere. It's been a time when folks gather for fun and 

celebration: even the Wikipedia article reports May Day festivities included 
"dances, singing, and cake." Sounds great! 

POTLUCK  

Please bring a dish in the category marked by the first letter of your last 
name:  

  
 

 

 



A - C     Vegetarian Main Dish / Hot Veggie Dish 
D - G     Dessert - especially cake! 

H - L      Fruit/Cheese/Bread Plate 
M - R     Meat-based Main Dish 

S - Z      Salad  
 
Cards will be available to identify if your dish contains any of these diet 

restrictives:  dairy, meat, nuts, gluten.   

FLOWERS  

Are you a gardener? You're invited to bring flowers from your garden for the 
Chalice Table. By May 6 there may be a variety of tulips, daffodils, daphne, 
and even some early lilac blossoms. Bring your flowers to the area behind 

the stage where they will be incorporated into the Chalice Table bouquet. 

DANCING  

Yes, dancing! Think about our multi-generational congregation: what happy-
dance tunes would you recommend for this variegated group? Please send a 
LINK (not just a name) to Chela to have your favorite dance tune 

considered. 

COLORS  

You are encouraged to wear BRIGHT COLORS on May Day Sunday. Let's 
wear the rainbow in a show of springtime gaiety! In addition, we will have a 

variety of temporary hair dyes to play with, and a face painter on deck.  

GAMES   
Bubbles, colored chalk, rainbow tag... and more! If you have a game you'd 

like to share -or lead - please let Chela know. 
 

SPECIAL VOLUNTEERS  
Look for the sign-up at the Kiosk where you can volunteer to help with clean-
up and dishwashing, and helping to move tables and chairs for a rental that 

will follow our event. 
 

For any of these opportunities to help make May Day a fun and festive day, 
please contact Chela Sloper, Congregational Life Facilitator 
(lifefacilitator@uufco.org or call 541-385-3908).   
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REvisioning - A Visioning Process for our Children and Youth 

Religious Exploration Program 
Saturday, May 26  

3 to 5 p.m.  

  
Congregation-wide visioning session with 

 all families, members, and friends   
 
Our fellowship has grown in recent years. Among the new folks that are 

showing up are many young families bringing their children into our faith 
community. As we shift in size, there is a need for our programming to 

transition as well. Rev. Scott, Ayla Halberstadt, our Director of Religious 
Exploration, and our Children and Youth Team are inviting you to join us in 

dreaming. We have contracted with the Rev. Christina Leone-Tracy, a UU 
religious education consultant and minister of Fox Valley UU Fellowship, to 
help us vision for the future of our program and consider the ways we might 

structure our faith development at UUFCO. Rev. Leone-Tracy brings a wealth 
of experience and insight. Anyone who has an interest in shaping our 

children and youth program is welcome to attend. Rev. Leone-Tracy and the 
RE Team will be meeting later that evening to create a framework of next 
steps stemming from the discussions earlier in the day. 

 
Read more about Rev. Leone-Tracy here.  

 
Childcare provided. Please RSVP with childcare needs to: dre@uufco.org.   

  

UU History Series  

Our Roots Hold Us Close 
  

Wednesdays through May 30: 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
   

The following six meetings include videos with lots of UU historical people 
and places. These sessions will be moderated by  Joan Landsberg and Gail 
Kamna.    

 May 9, 6:30-8:30 pm -Part III: American Unitarianism. A video & 
discussion: How did Unitarian theology evolve in America? 

 May 16, 6:30-8:30 pm - Part IV: Universalism. A video and 

discussion: What is Universalist theology? 
 May 23, 6:30-8:30 pm - Part V: Evolution. A video and discussion: 

What two developments in the 1860's led to a UU focus on Social 
Justice? 

 May 30, 6:30-8:30 pm - Part VI: The Hundred Year Waltz. A video and 

discussion. How did the Universalists and Unitarians merge? 

http://files.constantcontact.com/79e4573a001/5b7161d6-20ef-4697-8b67-94014af292c6.pdf
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All UUFCO members and guests are invited to attend. We would like to have 
a group of about ten or more people attending, so we have a sign-up sheet 

in the kiosk. Please sign up as soon as possible, so we know how to prepare 
for the gathering. 

 
2017 and 2018 new UUFCO members are especially urged to attend in order 
to develop a better understanding of the history of UU fellowships and to feel 

more grounded in our experience together. This will be a good opportunity, 
for new as well as older members of our congregation to get to know each 

other and to learn about the history of UU's seven Principles and Sources of 
theology. 
 

Anyone considering membership in UUFCO is also encouraged to attend. 
Copies of the video series are available on reserve in the UUFCO Library, for 

three-day check outs during this series of gatherings, in case you won't be 
available to attend one of the group nights. 

  

Board Meeting   
Thursday, May 10    

6 p.m. 

Conference Room 

If you are interested in having time on the agenda please contact Max 

Merrill. You are always welcome to come to a Board meeting.  

  

UUFCO Annual Meeting  
Sunday, May 20  

Following Sunday Service 

Please bring a bagged lunch. Childcare will be available. Business to be 

discussed: 

 Slate of Board nominees vote (see below) 
 FY2018-19 Budget vote 

* * * * * * * * *  

Board of Trustees Nominations 
  

The UUFCO Leadership Development Committee is pleased to announce the 
nominees for open board positions for our new Fellowship year beginning on 
July 1, 2018. These nominees bring a wide range of experience and a deep 

commitment to UUFCO. We feel very fortunate that they are willing to serve 
on the Board of Trustees.   

mailto:max@mosattorneys.com
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 Susan Kinney, nominee for Vice President 
 Chad Leonard, nominee for At Large Board member 
 Greg Byrne, nominee to continue his At Large Board position 

The continuing Board members for FY2017-2018 are:  

 Marty Rudolph, President 
 Max Merrill, Immediate Past President 
 Sylvia McFarland, Treasurer 

 Erika Beard Irvine, Secretary 
 Greg Byrne, At Large - FY2018/2019 Fellowship year extension to be 

voted on at the May 20, 2018 annual meeting 

UUFCO members will have an opportunity to vote for the nominees at the 
May 20, 2018 annual meeting. As per the Bylaws, nominations will be taken 

from the floor for accepting nominees.  
 
You can find out more information about the nominees HERE.  

  

UUFCO Work Party  
Saturday, May 5 

  
It's that time to roll up our sleeves and do a little spring cleaning here at 

UUFCO. Our work parties provide another fun way to meet other members 
and friends of the congregation, and to work side by side in caring for our 
building and land. Examples of past work party tasks: picking up trash 

around the property, pulling noxious weeds, sweeping pine needles from 
parking lot curbs, wiping smudge marks from inside walls, polishing water 

stains from silverware. When you sign up, please specify whether you prefer 
to work outside or inside. 
 

Schedule for the day: 
 

8:30 - Gather for coffee/tea and getting acquainted 
10:30 - Break for water and snacks 
Noon - share light (vegetarian) lunch 

 
Our building superintendent, Parker Doelling, is making a list - and checking 

it twice -- of some tasks to be done, as is Duncan Brown, chair of our 
landscaping/grounds committee.  

 
To sign up, use this form, or send an email to Chela Sloper, Congregational 
Life Facilitator. 

http://files.constantcontact.com/79e4573a001/53e7d080-1a86-4a30-91f7-98ab1cddee0e.pdf
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Congregational Growth  
Focus Groups   

  
You may have noticed that our congregation is steadily growing. Almost 

every seat in the Sanctuary is filled on many Sunday mornings these days. 
The newly-formed Growing Together Task Force is sponsoring small 
congregational focus groups where you can share your thoughts and ideas 

about how we plan for this growth while fulfilling our congregational mission 
and promoting a spirit of welcome and inclusion in our community. Please 

join us for one of the discussion groups: 

* Tuesday, May 15, 10-11:30 a.m. 
* Wednesday, May 16, 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

* Thursday, May 24, 7:15-8:45 p.m. 
* Saturday, June 2, 10-11:30 a.m. 

* Sunday, June 3, 12:15-1:45 p.m. 
 
Middle and high-school youth are encouraged to participate. Childcare will 

also be available. Questions? Contact Marean Jordan 
at  marean.jordan@gmail.com or at 541-549-1450.  

  

 

 
Creative Arts Eliot Camp 2018 

"Creative Arts Eliot" takes place at the beautiful Seabeck Conference Center 
on Hood Canal in Seabeck, Washington from Saturday, August 11 through 

Wednesday, August 15, 2018 and offers opportunities for UUs and friends 
and relatives to enjoy many wonderful aspects of a multi-generational " 
summer camp" experience while also pursuing an interest in one or more 

artistic or creative endeavors. 
 

Talented presenters will delight and inspire during a five-day camp full of 
learning and fun with morning workshops in Poetry, Small Art Quilts, Paper 
Mask-making, Improvisation, Photography, Painting, and Songwriting; and 

afternoon workshops in Theater Games, Dragon Sculpting, and Intermediate 
Ukulele. An additional morning program, "Active Sports," will be available for 

those wanting a more physical activity, with biking, hiking, kayaking all 
possible options based on the interests of those who sign up. 

mailto:marean.jordan@gmail.com


 
Campers choose one or two workshops to focus on while at camp, and spend 

the rest of their time enjoying waterfront fun, sports, games, walks, 
campfires, singing, UU community, worship, cards and board games, evening 

programs and entertainment, and numerous other planned activities 
including Firelight, music/talent shows/concerts, and an "Extravaganza" on 
the last day to celebrate the fruits of everyone's creativity. For more 

information, please contact the Eliot Administrator 
at Eliotregistrar@gmail.com or visit our website at www.eliotinstitute.org. 

  

 

 

  

Growing Together Task Force 

 

 

  

Growing Together Task Force 

and 
Congregational Focus Groups 

  
You've probably noticed that UUFCO is growing! On many Sunday mornings 
almost all the chairs in the sanctuary are filled, and children abound in our 

Religious Exploration classes. Sixty per cent of our 250 members have joined 
in the last three years since we moved to our new home! This is an exciting 

and dynamic time as we get to know each other and as new members and 
friends find their place and contribute their talents and ideas to the 
fellowship. 

  
At the request of the board and Rev. Scott, the Growing Together Task Force 

has been formed to engage the congregation in considering the impact of 
this growth and how we will address it while continuing to nurture the 
welcoming spirit of UUFCO. Following up on the mid-year all-congregation 

meeting, The Growing Together Task Force will facilitate a number of small 
congregational focus group meetings in May and early June to hear your 

thoughts and ideas about growth. Please plan to come to one of these 
gatherings to make your voice heard. We welcome middle and high school 
age youth to join in the conversation. Childcare will also be available. 

 
 

 
 
* Tuesday, May 15, 10-11:30 a.m. 

* Wednesday, May 16, 7:15-8:45 p.m. 
* Thursday, May 24, 7:15-8:45 p.m. 

* Saturday, June 2, 10-11:30 a.m. 

mailto:eliotregistrar@gmail.com
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* Sunday, June 3, 12:15-1:45 p.m. 
  

If you have questions, please contact a member of the Growing Together 
Task Force. Members are Mark Hickman (co-chair), Marean Jordan (co-

chair), Ayla Halberstadt, Don Hartsough, Annis Henson, Judy Hurlburt, 
Dennis Lazzar, Rev. Scott Rudolph, and Chela Sloper. 

 

 

  

Healthy Congregations 

 

 

  

Thank you all for your feedback from the first One-to-One Conversations 
project. We hope to be responsive to your ideas and suggestions which were 

first and foremost along the lines of "We need to be having this opportunity 
to get to know each other frequently". Frequently was defined as weekly to 
quarterly. We are committed to providing another opportunity the first part 

of June before the end of the church year. We are also developing an idea for 
setting up a few "Getting to Know You" tables each Sunday during our coffee 

hour dedicated to talking with someone you have not yet met. Possibilities 
for expanding to include multi-generational conversations are also being 
considered. Keep your ideas flowing as to ways we can continue to build on 

our covenantal relationships in this ever expanding community of UUFCO.    

 

 

  

Social Justice at UUFCO 

 

 

  

New! 

LGBTQ+ Advocacy and Education 

Sunday, June 10 at 12:15 p.m. 
Conference Room  

  
This meeting we'll explore setting up a new group within UUFCO focused on 
LGBTQ+ topics. 

We are looking to start an open group for anyone looking to promote 
education and advocacy about issues pertaining to the LGBTQ+ population. 

We would like to try and create partnerships with LGBTQ+ organizations and 
individuals within our community to promote respect and inclusivity and 
would also like to provide information about active legislation that pertains to 

the LGBTQ+ population. 
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For further information contact Dustin Painter or Gabriel Foltz. 

  

Greater Community Collection 

May 27 
 

BLUU: Promise and Practice Campaign 
  

BLUU: Promise and Practice of our Faith Imagine what our faith would look 
like if we upheld and centered the history, the perspectives, the voices, and 

the leadership of Black Lives of Unitarian Universalists. 
 

The Promise and the Practice of Our Faith campaign is our opportunity to 
take the lead as a faith denomination in addressing our history of upholding 
white supremacy. Together, we can collectively work to dismantle it and 

amend a long broken promise to the Black Lives within Unitarian 
Universalism.  

During the Promise and Practice campaign to fulfill the historic $5.3 million 
commitment to BLUU, the UUA is providing annual cash support to BLUU 
equivalent to the investment returns it would be earning on the $5 million, 

as well as providing fiscal sponsorship and other support as requested.   

  

Bridging the Divide: How Do We Get Beyond Left & Right? 

May 19 at 1:30 p.m. 
Sanctuary 

Bridging our political divide is a spiritual practice. It asks us to:  

 "love our neighbor as we love ourselves" - the Golden Rule; 

 practice kindness and compassion; 

 move from DE-humanizing to RE-humanizing those we oppose; and 

 move from the tribalism and hyper-partisanship of Us vs Them to 
simply Us: One Nation Indivisible amidst one tribe of Humankind. 

Today's political climate compels us to revive key themes from effective 

progressive movements of the past: "we are all one," unity, connection, love 
for our fellow (wo)men. How do we move forward - together- and heal this 

divide? 

mailto:dpainter0612@gmail.com
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Join us to explore how we came to this high-stakes impasse and how we can 
move towards cooperation and consilience. Find out how we can move 

beyond left vs right. 
 

Contact Kent Pressman or Susan Roundebush with any questions. 

  

A FIREFLIES Thank You 

 
The FIREFLIES FLASH! was successful in every way possible. 
About 100 folks gathered the evening of April 14 to enjoy 

food, beverage, entertainers, speakers, and to conclude the 
silent 5 X 7 art auction. Financially, the FLASH! helped us 

exceed our fundraising goal-meaning we will be able to fund book bags for 
the students at Juniper and Ensworth Elementary. 
 

We have so many people to thank for the success of the FLASH! Our 
FIREFLIES Team worked tirelessly from Thursday morning to late Saturday 

night-purchasing food, picking up donated food and beverages, setting up 
the sanctuary with tables, decorating, chopping and preparing food, setting 
up the beverages, and then reversing it all! Several others joined us in that 

effort, and we are most appreciative. 
 

We also have to thank those who entertained us and educated us during the 
evening. We were glad to have administrative leaders from Juniper and 
Ensworth tell us more about their schools, and what the summer book bags 

mean to their students. 
 

And thanks to the many artists who contributed items for the silent auction. 
The auction (as everything else with the FLASH!) exceeded our expectations-
with nearly every piece selling! 

 
Finally-an expression of gratitude for the overwhelming support for 

FIREFLIES shown by UUFCO members and friends. From buying aprons, 
books, and FLASH! tickets, to outright donations, UUFCO support carried us 

through. There will be many, many Kindergarten through 5th grade students 
taking home a bag full of books and fun, interesting items to spark their 
learning over the summer, thanks to your generosity. 

 
We'll provide more information about the June book bag preparation and 

distribution events in upcoming ACE announcements and the June 
newsletter. 

 

 

  

Central Oregon Neighbor Love (CONL) 
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Central Oregon Neighbor Love (CONL) is collaborating with Immigrant 
Solidarity Network (ISN) to develop projects addressing immigrant issues. 

The six teams include partnership, accompaniment, direct service, action for 
justice, awareness/communication, and resource services. Each team met in 

April to develop their purpose and an initial plan. Teams will present their 
projects at the May 22 meeting. Read the June newsletter for updates. 
  

On Saturday, April 28 two groups of UUFCO members and friends carpooled 
to the Dalles for an interfaith service and then proceeded to the NORCOR 

privatized prison where deportees are held in very poor conditions. There 
they met with Rev. Scott and other faith leaders and groups from across the 
state to hold a peaceful vigil. 

  
UUFCO also provided a meeting place for Lisa LeSage, the executive director 

of Immigration Counseling Services (ISC), a non-profit legal organization 
assisting those with immigrant issues. They have been extremely busy the 
past one and a half years assisting those with legal concerns. They currently 

have offices in Portland and Hood River and would like to expand to the 
Central Oregon area. They are looking at establishing an office in Redmond 

to serve immigrants east of the Cascades. Currently they can devote only 
two days each month to residents in Central Oregon region. LeSage shared 

their three-year plan to get such a full-time office up and running and ways 
CONL and ISN could help with that plan. 
  

Intentional Dinners continue once a month with a group of Latinos and Bend 
residents meeting to share a potluck meal. Their purpose is to get to know 

each other more fully in a friendly setting. 

  

 Community Dinners 
  

The monthly Bethlehem Inn dinner is one of UUFCO's long standing 
community outreach efforts. Once a month for almost ten years now UUFCO 

has been preparing and serving a delicious home cooked dinner for 
Bethlehem Inn residents. The shelter is Central Oregon's largest homeless 

shelter. It's truly a rewarding experience and on a very practical level, it 
feeds the homeless in our community.  
 

In each weekly ACE (All Congregation Email) you'll read about the date of 
the next dinner and see a link to volunteer for one of the volunteer spots: 

food coordinator, server, turkey meatloaf, mashed potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, gravy, milk and cupcakes. When you sign up you'll read about 
your specific volunteer spot and then receive a reminder the week of the 

dinner. No experience is necessary.    



Make a difference and volunteer! 

 

  
Bethlehem Inn Dinners Bend  

Thursday, May 24   
  

You can prepare turkey meatloaf, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, 

cupcakes or 1% mile...or be a server!  Or both! No experience is 
necessary. Thank you! 
    

Sign up using this link, at the Sunday sign-up table, or by emailing Leslie 
Koc.  

    
Jericho Table   

Serving Your Community 

in Redmond  
 Saturday, May 26   

   
Please come and help other UUFCO'ers as we bring food and serve a "party" 
dinner for the Jericho Road/Table program once each month. Sign up at the 

link below to provide a main course, a fruit/veggie salad, drinks, or a dessert 
for 45 hungry people. We also need servers to help with the meal. Please 

join us! 
   
Sign up by emailing Pam Horwich.  

 

 

  

Requested Donations or Volunteers 

 

 

  

Sunday Volunteers 

Check your calendars and see where you can help out for any upcoming 
Sundays. You can sign up via SignUp.com. 

  

Congregational Events Team Meeting  

May 14, 6:00p.m. 
 

Have you noticed that as we are growing in numbers we are also growing in 
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the number of congregational events appearing on our calendar? Some of 
these are inspired by our focus - such as our recent Fireflies program 

celebration orchestrated by our Social Justice Team. Some are one-time 
events - such as the Installation of Rev. Scott. Some are holiday focused 

such as our recent Easter Prep Party and Easter Brunch-Lite. Some are 
seasonal such as our Back to Church Potluck or May Day celebration. Some 
are more spiritual or reverent such as a vigil or Celebration of Life. We have 

grown from needing a single Coordinator of Special Events to a need for a 
new organizational structure to guide the shared leadership and 

responsibility which is already happening. 
 
If you are interested in being involved in a core group focused on 

congregational events, plan to attend the Congregational Events Team 
meeting on Monday, May 14 at 6:00 p.m. in the Linus Pauling Hall. We will 

look at a framework for organizing ourselves based on how we have 
observed our interest groups and committees functioning. We need your 
ideas and we need input from all aspects of involvement. So come if you're 

interested in being a project leader, decorations designer, musician, kitchen 
helper, food preparer, dishwasher, communicator, sound technician . . . and 

all the other roles we play when we plan an event at UUFCO!  
 

RSVPs appreciated, but not necessary. Childcare available, if pre-arranged. 
(Please indicate childcare requested in RSVP.)  
RSVP or Questions: Ellen Mercer ellenmercer1@gmail.com or Chela 

lifefacilitator@uufco.org. 

 

 

  

Small Group Gatherings 

 

 

  

New!  

UUFCO Neighborhood Small Groups 
 

As our congregation continues to ride this current wave of growth, we want 
to make sure that there are opportunities to meet with a smaller number of 

members and friends: to share the ups and downs of life, to cultivate 
fellowship and spiritual growth in a relaxed setting, and to enrich our lives in 

building Beloved Community. 
 
This is entirely optional! This is an opportunity to get to know one another in 

a smaller, more "manageable" size group of people.  
 

We ask that each group have an identified Point Person to set a strong 
pattern in facilitation, to keep the contact list and communicate meeting 
details with the group, and to be a liaison to Chela. The facilitation ensures 
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that all participants be able to share in the agreed upon meeting time, and 
that time commitments are respected by not going over. 

Each small group can decide when, where, and how often to meet. In 
addition, you can choose your own name! Unlike the Covenant Groups in the 

past, for now we see these as being "open", i.e., new participants will be 
able to join as they are folded into the congregation. 
 

If you would like to participate in a Neighborhood Small Group, please fill out 
this online form. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Chela 

Sloper, Congregational Life Facilitator (lifefacilitator@uufco.org). 

  

New! Mom's Group 
Saturday, May 19 at 5 p.m.  

Founders Fireside Room (Library) 
 

Bridie (Bridget) O'Connor has stepped forward to organize a Mom's Group. If 
you would like to meet with other moms for support and connection, please 

contact Bridie directly. Either text (562-652-0176) or email 
(oconnorvaughan@gmail.com). This is a group to provide support and 
community for the moms of UUFCO. All welcome! 

  

  

Adoption Support Group 

First Thursday of the month (next meeting May 3) 
4:30 p.m. in the Fireside Room 

 
Adoption support group will meet the first Thursday of each month through 
June, 4:30-6 p.m. in the Fireside room. Are you adopted? A birth parent? An 

adoptive parent? This group is meeting to share stories and to offer and 
receive support and connection around the adoption issue. The group is 

informally led by Marge Lee and Elizabeth Burger. Both are adoptees who 
have found their birth parents and new extended families. They both feel 
that the experience has given them grounding 

and deep understanding of the joy and pain in this journey. Please note, this 
is not a formal therapy group, rather, a group to share our experiences and 

make connections. The next meeting is Thursday, April 5. Depending on 
interest and participation, the group ending date may be extended or 
shortened. Contact Marge at margeleept@gmail.com. 

  

Circle Supper 
May 18  
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6 p.m.   
  

Circle Suppers happen every month on the third Friday, and are a friendly 
way to meet new people in the congregation. 

  
Any member or friend of the congregation can host the circle supper: you 
open your home, and the guests bring the food. 

  
Sign up at the Kiosk in the Gathering Hall and you will be contacted by a 

host. Would you like to host a Circle Supper? You can indicate that on the 
sign-up, too. For additional information, contact Betsy Dickinson. 

  

Women Spirit 
May 15  
7 p.m.   

Fireside Room  
  

 The topic is where to from here? We will discuss and plan the structure of 
Women's Spirit for 2018-19. Please bring your ideas to share. Do we want 
this to be a committed group or a drop in? What themes do we want to 

explore for next year. If you have input and cannot attend feel free to email 
Kristel McCubbin Masterson at kristelmm@yahoo.com or 541 350 7845. 

 

  

 

 

  

Adult RE Offerings 

 

 

  

Changes Group  
Second Sunday (next meeting May 13) 

4-6 p.m. in Linus Pauling Hall 
UUFCO member, Tara Breitenbucher and her colleague, Steven Biesmann, 
will facilitate Bend's monthly Changes Group for people interested in 

participating in Focusing exchanges. This group will welcome people of 
various levels of experience with Focusing: from those who have been 

Focusing for years, to those who have minimal practice with it and are 
interested in learning more. People new to Focusing will be invited to 
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observe and resources for further instruction will be provided. All participants 
are asked to RSVP with Steven 

Biesmann 541-410-9039 or Tara Breitenbucher 206-303-0653. 

Soul Matters 

Anyone can sign up to receive the monthly Soul Matters 
theme packets. Each 10-14 page packet provides exercises 
to engage the theme in our daily lives, reflection questions, 

and pages of resources -- quotes, links to videos and 
podcasts, movie and song recommendations -- that help to 

provide different angles of considering the monthly theme. 
 
April's theme is creativity: What does it mean to be a people of creativity? 

You may sign up by sending an email to soulmatters@uufco.org.  

Shelf-Realization Book Club: Making "Shift" Happen 

Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the month (May 8 and 22) 
5:30-7 p.m. in RE Commons 
The group will begin discussing a new book: Loving What Is: Four Questions 

That Can Change Your Life (2002) by Byron Katie. For more clarity about 
how to do "the Work", Chapter 4 contains sample dialogues of the Work; 

Byron Katie's website also contains videos of sample 
dialogues:  http://thework.com/en/resources/videos.  

  
Dances of Universal Peace 
Next Dance meeting: Tuesday, May 22 at 7 p.m. in Linus Pauling.  These 

dances are a form of sacred circle dancing, celebrating the world's myriad 
faith traditions through sacred phrase, unison movement, and song. All 

dances are fully taught, so no experience necessary. Questions? Contact 
Chela Sloper. 
 

Spiritual Practices available at UUFCO 

 

Spring Forest Qigong Class with Dawn Song 
Weekly on Wed. at 2 p.m. (Sunday classes will resume in June)  

Starr King Corner (in Children's Religious Exploration area) 
Spring Forest Qigong is a movement meditation which is very easy to learn 
and practice, and can be done standing, sitting or lying down. It is 

compatible with traditional medicine. It uses movement, breathing, 
mindfulness and tapping. Some possible benefits include reducing stress, 

pain and illness, calming emotions, cleansing and strengthening all the 
systems of our entire being, enhances healing, energy, concentration, 
everyday mindfulness. The class is open to all who wish to 

attend.  Suggested donation is $5-10 per class.  No experience necessary, 
wear comfortable clothing. Questions? Email Dawn at 

dawnsong03@gmail.com or text 541-207-7266. 
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Sunday Morning Meditation: Sunday Morning at 9 a.m. 
Chandra Smith invites you to a weekly Sunday morning meditation before 

worship in the Founders Fireside.  We have returned to a seated meditation 
inside. All are welcome. Email Chandra with any questions. 

 

 

  

Good Times Activities 

 

 

  

Paddling Group 
If anyone is interested in joining our weekly paddle group please contact 

Duncan Brown (duncan.brown.97702@gmail.com) about being added to the 
email list. 

 
Camping Group 
There is a list of potential camping trips once a month from May through 

September. First camping trip, La Pine State Park, May 21 and 22.  Hosts, 
Dick Barber and Jim Wilson. Even if you can't join us for camping, join us for 

the potluck on Tuesday evening. 
 
For inclusion on the camping list and more information on June, August and 

September trips, email judithanneh@gmail.com. 
 

Hiking Group 
For information regarding UUFCO's hiking group, please contact Marcene 
Austin (360-594-7385 or marcene_austin@aol.com). Planned hikes are quite 

varied and all skill levels are welcome! 
 

Card Night 
If you are interested in playing cards on a regular (monthly) basis, email Jim 
Dobrowski or call 541-410-4887. 

 
Quilting 

Next session's date is May 12 at 9:30 a.m. Contact Virlene Arnold, 541-408-
0019 or virlenearnold@icloud.com for more information.   
  

The Yarn Connection   
The knitting/crocheting group meets weekly on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at Crows 

Feet Commons on Brooks Street in Bend. Contact Susie Linford for additional 
information.  
   

Book Club Numero Uno   (#1) 
We invite new people to join Book Club Numero Uno.  

We read a variety of books, both non-fiction and fiction. We meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in the Founders Fireside room. 
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Please call Bo Hanson (541-550-7656) or Wendy Howard (541-598-4794) for 
more information.    

  
Movie Night  

The movie is to be determined, but the date is May 25 at 6:30 p.m. Check 
upcoming communications to find out what movie will be shown. 

 

 

  

Happy Birthday to....YOU! 

May 

 

 

  

   

 
Ellen Atkin  Jim Henson 

Kate Bailey  Cynthia Homan 

Rachel Baker  JoAnn Lawrence 

Wilma Campbell  Dick Pond 

Sue Combs  Cindy Potter 

Becky Dobrowski  Debbie Schmerber 

Elliott Dutcher  Judy Trask 

Jennifer Egan  Maxine Van Slyke 

Elliot Emerson  Jim Willson 

Steven 
Foster-

Wexler 
 Beverly Wilson 

Joel Greenfield  Richard Wilson 

Kathleen Harrington  Tom Wykes 
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