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  UUNews June 2018                     

June 2018 Worship Services    Theme:  Blessing 

 

 
June 3 at 10:30am 
"Divine Dissatisfaction" 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
with ASL Interpreter 
There is something sacred about our feelings of unrest. While sometimes they can be 
unhealthy, they can also remind us of a way forward into a life that eludes us. If we seek a 
better world for our children or a better life for ourselves, listening to those places of 
dissatisfaction can help nudge us forward.    
    
June 10 at 10:30am 
"You Bless. Bless You. It's Flower Communion Sunday"  
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
with ASL Interpreter 
You are a blessing. And we are grateful for you! This morning we are busy! We will celebrate 
our yearly multigenerational Flower Communion, honor our retiring musicians, appreciate 
volunteers, and look back on the blessings of the year. If you can, bring a flower for our year-
end ritual. If not, no worries. We will have plenty of petals to share! 
  
June 17 at 10:30am 
"Transforming the Divine: A theology beyond gender" 
Rev. Amy Beltaine, guest speaker 
with ASL Interpreter 
Transcending the binary and celebrating with Queer and non-conforming people.  What does it 
mean to leave "tolerance" in the dust, to embrace and engage? How are we changed when we 
see the divine differently? 
  
Reverend Amy Beltaine invites anyone who is curious about earth-relating or deities-relating 
spirituality, or about the Covenant of UU Pagans to a gathering in the conference room following 
the service. 
  
June 24 at 10:30am 
"Love, Harmony, and Beauty" 
Chela Sloper, Congregational Life Facilitator 
Fifty years ago today, Murshid Samuel L. Lewis - an ardent student and recognized teacher of 
Sufism and Zen Buddhism - first shared the Dances of Universal Peace in a public setting in 
San Francisco. Since that time, the Dances have spread around the world - cultivating love, 
harmony and beauty through simple circle dances. Today's service will be in the round, and all 
who wish to participate may do so; just observing is also welcome! 

http://www.uufco.org/


 

 

  

Events and Announcements 

 

 

  

A Reception to Honor 

Virlene Arnold and Dick Falxa 

as they Retire 

 
Next Sunday, June 10, Virlene Arnold (UUFCO's Music Director) and Dick 
Falxa (our worship pianist and choir accompanist) will be retiring.  Virlene 

started our choir 13 years ago, and shortly after that Dick offered his talents 
on the piano.  Therefore, an All-Congregation Reception, following our 

worship, will be held in the Linus Pauling Hall to honor these two and their 
service to UUFCO.  All are invited to join in refreshments and fellowship as 
our Choir sings two brief songs of tribute.  Virlene and Dick have been (and 

will continue to be) valuable assets to our worship and Fellowship.  Our 
hearts and thoughts envelop them with much Thanks and Love. 

 
Note:  There is a sign-up sheet on the Kiosk for anyone who would like to 

help with set-up, food, or clean-up.  

  

Board Meeting   
Thursday, June 7     

6 p.m. 
Conference Room 

If you are interested in having time on the agenda please contact Max 
Merrill. You are always welcome to come to a Board meeting.  

  

UUFCO Summer Work Party  
Saturday, June 30 

  

Gather at 8:30 a.m. for our summer work party. Most of the work will be 
outside pulling noxious weeds, pathway clean-up, tending the labyrinth, etc. 

We will also need a kitchen crew to prepare the mid-morning snack and 
vegetarian lunch. To cover cost of the food, we will request a $2 donation; 
any surplus beyond receipts will be given to the general fund. There will be a 

sign-up at the kiosk in June. Any questions? Contact Chela. 
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Congregational Growth  

Focus Groups   

  
You may have noticed that our congregation is steadily growing. Almost 

every seat in the Sanctuary is filled on many Sunday mornings these days. 
The newly-formed Growing Together Task Force is sponsoring small 

congregational focus groups where you can share your thoughts and ideas 
about how we plan for this growth while fulfilling our congregational mission 
and promoting a spirit of welcome and inclusion in our community. Please 

join us for one of the discussion groups: 

* Saturday, June 2, 10-11:30 a.m.  

* Sunday, June 3, 12:15-1:45 p.m. 
 

Middle and high-school youth are encouraged to participate. Childcare will 
also be available. Questions? Contact Marean Jordan 
at  marean.jordan@gmail.com or at 541-549-1450.  

  

Bake Rainbow Cupcakes for Pride 
Saturday, June 23 

8 - 11 a.m.  
  
Join Chela Sloper making rainbow cupcakes to sell at UUFCO's Pride booth. 
We have approval from Human Dignity Coalition to sell them at our booth. 

Using a simple yellow cake recipe and concentrated gel food dyes, the colors 
are vibrant and fun! Please bring your cupcake tins so we can bake several 
dozen at once. Please RSVP to Chela. 

  

Call to all....Needed ASAP! 
"Remembrance of Things Past" 

June 3 through August 5 
Linus Pauling Gallery 

  
Here is the perfect opportunity for reflection and to visually chronicle a 
memory to be shared in our next art exhibit. "Remembrance of Things Past" 

will be exclusively all about us, to celebrate our loved ones and share their 
stories. Photos must be framed with wire backing, garments hung on 

hangers to be installed on gallery hardware, in the Linus Pauling Gallery, or 
in the hallways. Let us help with ideas for display of unusually sized items. 
Please comb your scrapbooks for artifacts and precious memorabilia and 

send images, along with an Artist's narration of memory, to Show 
Coordinator, Virlene Arnold, virlenearnold@icloud.com. 

  
An evening Artist's Reception will be held on June 15 at 5:30PM  
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Pulling Invasive Cheat Grass 
  

You can help nurture our native landscape by pulling a bit of cheat grass 
from our land. When walking from your car to a meeting or Sunday service 

(or back again), simply pull a few clumps from along the edge of the 
pathways to the entrance and deposit them in bags or the trash container 
outside the front door. Don't leave them on the ground since they will still 

seed. You can bring a brown paper bag with you or pick one up on Sunday 
just outside the front door. They have shallow roots and are very easy to 

pull. If you aren't confident that you can tell Cheat Grass from native bunch 
grasses, check out photos here: www.uufco.org/our-land in the "Weeds" 
section at the bottom of the page. There will also be a 'bouquet" of cheat 

grass on the bench at the entrance on Sunday. 

  

 

 

Creative Arts Eliot Camp 2018 

"Creative Arts Eliot" takes place at the beautiful Seabeck Conference Center 

on Hood Canal in Seabeck, Washington from Saturday, August 11 through 
Wednesday, August 15, 2018 and offers opportunities for UUs and friends 

and relatives to enjoy many wonderful aspects of a multi-generational " 
summer camp" experience while also pursuing an interest in one or more 
artistic or creative endeavors. 

 
Talented presenters will delight and inspire during a five-day camp full of 

learning and fun with morning workshops in Poetry, Small Art Quilts, Paper 
Mask-making, Improvisation, Photography, Painting, and Songwriting; and 
afternoon workshops in Theater Games, Dragon Sculpting, and Intermediate 

Ukulele. An additional morning program, "Active Sports," will be available for 
those wanting a more physical activity, with biking, hiking, kayaking all 

possible options based on the interests of those who sign up. 
 
Campers choose one or two workshops to focus on while at camp, and spend 

the rest of their time enjoying waterfront fun, sports, games, walks, 
campfires, singing, UU community, worship, cards and board games, evening 

programs and entertainment, and numerous other planned activities 
including Firelight, music/talent shows/concerts, and an "Extravaganza" on 
the last day to celebrate the fruits of everyone's creativity. For more 

information, please contact the Eliot Administrator 
at Eliotregistrar@gmail.com or visit our website at www.eliotinstitute.org. 

https://www.uufco.org/our-land/
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Social Justice at UUFCO 

 

 

  

LGBTQ+ Advocacy and Education 

Sunday, June 10 at 12:15 p.m. 
Conference Room  

  
This meeting we'll explore setting up a new group within UUFCO focused on 
LGBTQ+ topics. 

We are looking to start an open group for anyone looking to promote 
education and advocacy about issues pertaining to the LGBTQ+ population. 

We would like to try and create partnerships with LGBTQ+ organizations and 
individuals within our community to promote respect and inclusivity and 
would also like to provide information about active legislation that pertains to 

the LGBTQ+ population. 

For further information contact Dustin Painter or Gabriel Foltz. 

  

 

Greater Community Collection 
June 24 

 
Honor Flight 

  
Honor Flight's Mission: To transport America's Veterans to Washington, 

DC to visit those memorials dedicated to honor the service and sacrifices of 
themselves and their friends. 
  

Honor Flight Network is a non-profit organization created solely to honor 
America's veterans for all their sacrifices. They transport our heroes to 

Washington, D.C. to visit and reflect at their memorials. Top priority is given 
to the senior veterans - World War II survivors, along with those other 
veterans who may be terminally ill. 

  
Of all of the wars in recent memory, it was World War II that truly 

threatened our very existence as a nation-and as a culturally diverse, free 

mailto:dpainter0612@gmail.com
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society. According to the Department of Veterans Affairs, an estimated 640 
WWII veterans die each day. Our time to express our thanks to these brave 

men and women is running out. 

  

FIREFLIES - Lighting Sparks in Young Learners 
  
We're serving an additional School! Thanks to the 

incredible generosity of UUFCO members and friends and the 
broader Central Oregon Community (and the very hard work 
of your FIREFLIES Team), FIREFLIES substantially exceeded 

its fundraising goal for this year. As a result, we decided to "adopt" an 
additional school for this year. Kindergarteners through fifth-graders at 

Rosland Elementary School in LaPine who need a little extra encouragement 
with summer reading will be receiving a FIREFLIES book bag chock full of 
books, games, and other materials selected by their teachers to keep the 

learning going throughout the summer. 
  

You can help us distribute the book bags 
  
In the next few weeks, we will be distributing 325 book bags to students 

from Juniper, Ensworth and Rosland Elementary Schools. 
  

If you would be interested in helping distribute these book bags, please take 
a look at the schedule below and see if one of the gathering times and places 
can work for you. This is an opportunity to sit with the kids, see them open 

their bags and share a snack in a quiet, intimate setting.  
  

Each of your $25 donations bought one of their bags and is connected to one 
of the kids from these great schools. 
  

Juniper Elementary -  
        Distribution, Friday, 6/ 8 @ 9-10:30 a.m. or 1-2:30 p.m. 

Ensworth Elementary- 
        Distribution, Tues, 6/12 @ 9-11:40 a.m. (any part of this time) 

Rosland Elementary -  
        Distribution, Thurs., 6/7 @  9-11 a.m. approx.  
  

Please reply to fireflies@uufco.org 
  

Help us send the kids off to a summer of reading with a smile! 
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Another successful year of tutoring at Juniper Elementary school 

ended just before Memorial Day. Twenty-five students were served by the 
program this year!  

  
School staff are so positive about the tutoring program that they have 
already identified a group of twenty-five second and third graders for next 

year's tutoring program. Our challenge is to provide a group of caring and 
committed tutors for these students, and enough substitutes to cover 

absences.  
  
Think about it; you can make a difference in a child's life. School 

representatives believe that the relationship established between the student 
and tutor is the key element of program success. Showing up each week and 

accepting the child for who and where they are academically and emotionally 
is something that most adults can do. If you can't be available every week, 
substitutes are a critical component to cover for tutor absences. Subs serve 

as they are available and as needed.  
  

School staff provide training and coaching so you don't need to have been a 
teacher to be a successful tutor; you just need to be caring and patient.  

  
Thank you to this year's great volunteers!   Tutors were: Ayla Halberstadt, 
Betsy Dickson, Charles Campbell, Daelene Schwartz, Dave McGurn, Dennis 

Lazzar, Dick Barber, Ellen Peterson, Gloria Rasmussen, Liz Dougherty, 
Marilyn Steinberg, Melody Bomgardner, Nancy Stevens, Pam Horwich, Pam 

McGurn, and Wilma Cambell, as well as eight community members.  Our 
substitutes were: Frank Larson, Grace Kennedy, Joe Maier, and Sylvia 
McFarland as well as two community members.  Several tutors have been 

with the program since its' inception three years ago - a special "thanks" to 
you. 

  
Well over 1000 hours of volunteer time were contributed this year. Tutors 
contributed about forty hours each over the eight months of the program 

and substitutes contribute as needed. 
  

Thank you to all of our wonderful members and friends, and community 
members who contributed so generously.  
  

If you want more information about tutoring or know someone who does 
contact:  junipertutoring@gmail.com.  

  
Have a great summer! 

  

mailto:junipertutoring@gmail.com


 Community Dinners 
  
The monthly Bethlehem Inn dinner is one of UUFCO's long standing 
community outreach efforts. Once a month for almost ten years now UUFCO 

has been preparing and serving a delicious home cooked dinner for 
Bethlehem Inn residents. The shelter is Central Oregon's largest homeless 

shelter. It's truly a rewarding experience and on a very practical level, it 
feeds the homeless in our community.  
 

In each weekly ACE (All Congregation Email) you'll read about the date of 
the next dinner and see a link to volunteer for one of the volunteer spots: 

food coordinator, server, turkey meatloaf, mashed potatoes, mixed 
vegetables, gravy, milk and cupcakes. When you sign up you'll read about 
your specific volunteer spot and then receive a reminder the week of the 

dinner. No experience is necessary.    

Make a difference and volunteer! 

 

  
Bethlehem Inn Dinners Bend  

Thursday, June 28   
  

You can prepare turkey meatloaf, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, 
cupcakes or 1% mile...or be a server!  Or both! No experience is 
necessary. Thank you! 

    
Sign up using this link, at the Sunday sign-up table, or by emailing Leslie 

Koc.  
    

Jericho Table   

Serving Your Community 
in Redmond  

 Saturday, June 30    
   
Please come and help other UUFCO'ers as we bring food and serve a "party" 

dinner for the Jericho Road/Table program once each month. Sign up at the 
link below to provide a main course, a fruit/veggie salad, drinks, or a dessert 

for 45 hungry people. We also need servers to help with the meal. Please 
join us! 

   
Sign up by emailing Pam Horwich.  
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Requested Donations or Volunteers 

 

 

  

Sunday Volunteers 

Summer's here and the livin' might be easy but we still need Sunday 
volunteers to make our services welcoming and efficient. Looks like we need 
many to sign up for June. Please sign up and help share the load.   

 
You can sign up via SignUp.com. 

 

 

  

Small Group Gatherings 

 

 

  

Circle Supper 
June 15   

6 p.m.   
  

Circle Suppers happen every month on the third Friday, and are a friendly 
way to meet new people in the congregation. 
  

Any member or friend of the congregation can host the circle supper: you 
open your home, and the guests bring the food. 

  
Sign up at the Kiosk in the Gathering Hall and you will be contacted by a 
host. Would you like to host a Circle Supper? You can indicate that on the 

sign-up, too. For additional information, contact Betsy Dickinson. 

 

 

  

Adult RE Offerings 

 

 

  

New! Writing as Revelation  
Last Wednesday (next meeting is June 27) 
10 - 11:30 a.m. in Linus Pauling 

A writer's circle has formed at UUFCO. The circle is not about the craft of 
writing, nor is it a critique group for writers. Rather the focus of the circle will 

be on writing as a journey of exploration and self-discovery. To register 
please contact Donna or Trudi. We look forward to seeing you. 
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Changes Group  
Second Sunday (next meeting July 8) 

4-6 p.m. in Linus Pauling Hall 
UUFCO member, Tara Breitenbucher and her colleague, Steven Biesmann, 

will facilitate Bend's monthly Changes Group for people interested in 
participating in Focusing exchanges. This group will welcome people of 
various levels of experience with Focusing: from those who have been 

Focusing for years, to those who have minimal practice with it and are 
interested in learning more. People new to Focusing will be invited to 

observe and resources for further instruction will be provided. All participants 
are asked to RSVP with Steven 
Biesmann 541-410-9039 or Tara Breitenbucher 206-303-0653. 

Soul Matters 
Anyone can sign up to receive the monthly Soul Matters 

theme packets. Each 10-14 page packet provides exercises 
to engage the theme in our daily lives, reflection questions, 
and pages of resources -- quotes, links to videos and 

podcasts, movie and song recommendations -- that help to 
provide different angles of considering the monthly theme. 

 
April's theme is blessing: What does it mean to be a people of blessing? You 

may sign up by sending an email to soulmatters@uufco.org.  

Shelf-Realization Book Club: Making "Shift" Happen 
Second and Fourth Tuesdays of the month (June 12 and 26) 

5:30-7 p.m. in RE Commons 
The group will begin discussing a new book: Loving What Is: Four Questions 

That Can Change Your Life (2002) by Byron Katie. For more clarity about 
how to do "the Work", Chapter 4 contains sample dialogues of the Work; 
Byron Katie's website also contains videos of sample 

dialogues:  http://thework.com/en/resources/videos.  
  

Dances of Universal Peace 
Next Dance meeting: Tuesday, June 26 at 7 p.m. in Linus Pauling.  These 
dances are a form of sacred circle dancing, celebrating the world's myriad 

faith traditions through sacred phrase, unison movement, and song. All 
dances are fully taught, so no experience necessary. Questions? Contact 

Chela Sloper. 
 

Spiritual Practices available at UUFCO 

 
Spring Forest Qigong Class with Dawn Song 

Weekly on Wed. at 2 p.m. and Sun. at 12:15 p.m.  
Starr King Corner (in Children's Religious Exploration area) 

Spring Forest Qigong is a movement meditation which is very easy to learn 
and practice, and can be done standing, sitting or lying down. It is 
compatible with traditional medicine. It uses movement, breathing, 

mindfulness and tapping. Some possible benefits include reducing stress, 
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pain and illness, calming emotions, cleansing and strengthening all the 
systems of our entire being, enhances healing, energy, concentration, 

everyday mindfulness. The class is open to all who wish to 
attend.  Suggested donation is $5-10 per class.  No experience necessary, 

wear comfortable clothing. Questions? Email Dawn at 
dawnsong03@gmail.com or text 541-207-7266. 
  

Sunday Morning Meditation: Sunday Morning at 9 a.m. 
Chandra Smith invites you to a weekly Sunday morning meditation before 

worship in the Founders Fireside. We have returned to a seated meditation 
inside. All are welcome. Email Chandra with any questions. 

 

 

  

Good Times Activities 

 

 

  

Paddling Group 
If anyone is interested in joining our weekly paddle group please contact 

Duncan Brown (duncan.brown.97702@gmail.com) about being added to the 
email list. 
 

Camping Group 
Our next camping trip is Crane Prairie Reservoir, June 19 and 20. Email 

Marcene Austin for more information on this specific trip. For inclusion on the 
camping list and more information on June, August and September trips, 
email judithanneh@gmail.com. 

 
Hiking Group 

For information regarding UUFCO's hiking group, please contact Marcene 
Austin (360-594-7385 or marcene_austin@aol.com). Planned hikes are quite 
varied and all skill levels are welcome! 

 
Card Night 

If you are interested in playing cards on a regular (monthly) basis, email Jim 
Dobrowski or call 541-410-4887. 
 

Quilting 
Next session's date is June 9 at 9:30 a.m. Contact Virlene Arnold, 541-408-

0019 or virlenearnold@icloud.com for more information.   
  
The Yarn Connection   

The knitting/crocheting group meets weekly on Thursdays at 2 p.m. at Crows 
Feet Commons on Brooks Street in Bend. Contact Susie Linford for additional 

information.  
   

Book Club Numero Uno (#1) 
We invite new people to join Book Club Numero Uno.  
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We read a variety of books, both non-fiction and fiction. We meet on the first 
Wednesday of the month from 2-4 p.m. in the Founders Fireside room. 

Please call Bo Hanson (541-550-7656) or Wendy Howard (541-598-4794) for 
more information.    

 

 

  

Happy Birthday to....YOU! 

June 
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Thoughts Scott Begot 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 

 

Our Water Communion and Flower Communion worship services bookend our fellowship 

program year. While our activities do not stop throughout the summer, they do take on a 

different rhythm. Things move a little slower and people are often in and out due to travel. I have 

been delighted to understand that worship attendance does not drop too significantly during the 

hottest months. (We do have good air conditioning after all.) Flower Communion is on June 10, 

and I can hardly believe it. Our first year together is winding down. Though… actually, I can 

believe it when I stop to think of all the we have experienced this year – the Sunday mornings 

week after week, the congregational events, the growth in relationships, the tears and laughter, 

the different ways the world around has changed since last September. It has been a thick year. 

For all of us, difficult in some ways; beautiful in some other ways.  

In my annual report, I reflected on what has happened in the congregation. I would like to take a 

little space here to share some reflections on what has happened between us relationally. I try 

to make these articles on the shorter side, but this will be a long one. (Get comfy.) 

I began my annual report with a tone of gratitude, and I can only do the same here. On the 

heels of what is likely the most stressful section of our lives with buying and selling houses, 

saying farewell to a congregation, and moving across the country for a new life and ministry, my 

family and I arrived in Bend, Oregon. We did not know a soul except for the good people we had 

met in the congregation. Though everything here was unknown, we knew in our bones that this 

was the right place for our new home. I felt my call to ministry and to life deeply in line with each 

other. When we got here, we were greeted with such warmth and welcome. This did not 

dissipate over time, but rather changed forms as we transitioned into living within this 

community of kindness. My family and I will be forever grateful to the people of UUFCO and 

how the first pages of this new chapter in our lives began.    

I have said often that the Ministerial Search Team did an incredible job. Not because they chose 

me (though that was nice), but because they accomplished their task of understanding the 

congregation so well and presenting it so fully and honestly. There have been very few 

surprises this first year, and that is something that new ministers cannot often say. The 

congregation I first met through the team and through the search materials has been the 

congregation I have gotten to know in more depth through all the wonderful particulars this year. 

During my own search process, I was committed to honesty, authenticity, and integrity. All I 

could do was present myself and my vision of the ministry I believed in and wanted to be a part 

of. I feel so blessed and fortunate that what the congregation was looking for and what I am 

offering matched up. I pinch myself daily.   

Leslie Koc began one of our Leadership Development Meetings with a reading from a book 

titled Leadership Presence that used the 15th Chapter of the Tao Te Ching. In speaking of the 

Old Sages, it says:   

 

They were careful 

as someone crossing a frozen stream in winter. 



Alert as if surrounded on all sides by the enemy. 

Courteous as a guest. 

Fluid as melting ice. 

Whole as an uncarved block of wood. 

Receptive as a valley. 

Turbid as muddied water. 

 

Who can be still 

until their mud settles 

and the water is cleared by itself? 

Can you remain tranquil until right action occurs by itself? 

 

The Master doesn’t seek fulfillment. 

For only those who are not full are able to be used 

which brings the feeling of completeness. 

 

In large part, this describes the ministry and presence I aspire to create here. It is a style that 

likely feels different than other ministerial leadership. It aims at a slower pace in a frantic world. 

It focuses on presence and being in the moment with people. It asks of us to be open, curious, 

alert, careful, kind, solid, and fluid. Sometimes, holding space for a question allows an answer to 

come over a period instead of immediately forcing one out. Even among the all the transition 

this year, I feel this way of being together has been welcomed (even if it means that emails are 

not answered quickly unless they are an emergency or scheduling!) What the Tao describes 

above is also what the search committee understood that the congregation hoped for in the 

culture we shape together. My hope is to offer this community spiritual leadership and not 

simply the function of ministerial tasks.  

As luck would have it, I happen to personally know all the ministers that preceded me at 

UUFCO. I met them at collegial gatherings, justice events, or in a seminary class. I have learned 

some things from each one of them, and each in their own way, they have helped form my own 

ministerial understandings. I no doubt share some similarities with the previous ministers who 

have come before me, and I am also different in many ways. There may be gifts from these 

previous ministers you appreciated and miss. It is hard to say good bye to people we love, no 

matter if it was a decade ago or last year. Or perhaps there were more difficult experiences that 

still rattle around inside you. For good or ill, the ghosts of ministers past are always lurking 

around a church. Given all this, you have offered me a space to be myself and bring my own 

gifts into this community. I have encountered curiosity of spirit, open minds, and open hearts as 

the Tao describes. You “gave the new guy a chance.”  

One significant way this year has been different is that for the first time in Rebecca’s and my 

shared life, we do not have a “next move” planned. And this congregation has never had a 

longer-term minister. We are exploring together the ways that this affects how we build our 

foundation. A lot of this year was finding a mutual trust with each other. This has been between 

“minister and congregation,” but I would also say, we have been building a greater trust 

between congregants as well. This work will be ongoing. Trust is the foundation of any ministry 

as well as a basic fabric that binds our meaningful relationships among all fellowship 

participants. It is what helps establish a space into which we can open and grow.  

I feel a part of this community and that is a special thing to me. I do not want to minister from 

afar, but rather from within. This was perhaps most clear to me by the way I felt when I returned 



to the fellowship after being away for my father’s memorial service. Coming back to Bend felt 

like coming home. Coming back into our congregation felt like returning to my spiritual home.  

Part of my hope is to always be in formation as a minster though new learnings and by leaning 

into my growing edges. The fellowship is, of course, an imperfect congregation, and I am an 

imperfect person and minister. I understand that as we hold our shared imperfections with 

humility and patience, it is not perfection that we seek from one another, but a commitment to 

our relationships, our mission, and to our fellowship. As Unitarian theologian James Luther 

Adams said, “Church is a place we get to practice being human.”    

I have already been changed for the better by being here with you. I look forward to the 

unknown ways I will grow as a person and as a minister in the coming years by being in 

relationship with all of you. It is my hope that each of us arrives into our congregational life open 

to the mutual ways that we can inspire one another toward love. “Possibility” is a word that 

continually comes to mind when I think about the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Central 

Oregon. I said in my first sermon that I don’t know where we are going, but we are going there 

together. Here’s to the journey!  

With love,  

Rev. Scott 

  



The President’s Perspective 
Max Merrill 

The holding of our annual meeting in May marks the completion of another yearly cycle at 

UUFCO. As I indicated at this year’s meeting, it’s hard to believe this year has come and gone 

so quickly. It must be something to do with my age! 

Stop for a moment to think about what UUFCO has meant to you this year. Whether it was 

listening to stimulating sermons, singing in the choir, participating in social justice activities, 

volunteering to serve, or any number of other things, I’m sure we can all think of many reasons 

to be glad we’re a part of this congregation. I have a specific reason for bringing this up. 

I, along with 10 or so other members and Scott, attended the Pacific Northwest Regional UUA 

conference in Portland in late April. As usual, it was good to meet with other UUs and find out 

what was happening around our area. However, the overall atmosphere in the sessions I 

attended did not resemble the positive, enthusiastic and upbeat feeling I get at UUFCO. To the 

contrary, many churches seem to be experiencing a time of crisis – in attracting new members, 

especially young people; in lining up volunteers; and in dealing with financial problems.  

I chose to attend one session titled “Telling our Story.” It sounded positive enough, but it was 

not a happy session. The theme was, “How do we reframe our normal, very negative story into 

a positive one?” In a room of perhaps 50 people, at least a dozen strongly resonated with the 

“story of the congregation” that went like this: “We can’t possibly take on this or that activity until 

we fix the roof!” A negative “story” was stopping each of these congregations from going forward 

and doing something positive.  

Other congregations also lacked the funds to fix the roof! There were three or four other 

examples of this kind of self-inhibiting thinking. Marty Rudolph talked to many folks from 

different congregations, telling them of our successes and growth, and ended up not mentioning 

us again because no one wanted to hear about our successful year. This was very sad. I think 

the adults who attended, as a whole did, not find the event very spiritual either.  

It’s important that our Fellowship hear this information because our situation is so rare. We must 

pay attention to what has enabled us to thrive this way. Our new minister, our new members, 

our reaching out to our community through social justice programs and rental of our facility, and 

the dedication of our membership as a whole all contribute to our wellbeing. The fact that we 

own our wonderful facility debt-free — and have cash reserves besides — sets us apart from 

nearly all other UU congregations.  

Let’s all think about what other things contribute to our success so we can identify and nourish 

these factors. We are not guaranteed continued growth and prosperity. We must be intentional 

and creative about ourselves and this community we hold dear. Let’s ensure that our mission is 

meaningful and relevant, not just for us, but for future generations. 

I am not fearful about our future, but I don’t want to take our success for granted. We shine a 

light on what makes is who we are to assure that our liberal voice is heard in our community and 

beyond. Our imaginations, our willingness to work, and our commitment must continue to 

ensure that our trusting, positive attitude will sustain us in the work ahead. I know this can 

happen. 

  



Congregational Life Facilitator 
Chela Sloper 

 

The Neighborhood Groups are taking root! 

As we continue to welcome more people into our congregation – from 

inquirers to visitors to friends to members – like blossoms on a fruit-

bearing tree – we need to be sure our “root system” will be able to bear 

the load of all that good fruit! 

Small group gatherings in a congregation allow a dedicated meeting 

time for participants to share reports of their lives, or a deeper 

consideration of ideas, beliefs, wonderings, questions. Rather than 

skimming the surface of getting acquainted, small groups offer a more relaxed setting to both 

listen and speak in an atmosphere of care. 

The idea of our Neighborhood Groups arose with the thought of cultivating neighborly networks 

of folks living in relative proximity to one another. Both members and non-members can 

participate. These are not closed groups which means that as newcomers join the congregation 

they may be folded into an existing neighborhood group.  

Our privacy considerations for use of our Breeze online directory allow UUFCO members to see 

which other members are in their neighborhood group; non-member participants will be visible 

to UUFCO staff.  With the permission of all participants in a neighborhood group, a list will be 

prepared and distributed with all the contact information available. 

Over time, each neighborhood group will determine how often it will meet, what the content of its 

meetings will be, and whether additional social gatherings (e.g., potlucks, picnics, etc.) will be 

planned.  

The suggested format: 

• A chalice lighting and reading (chosen by the host or delegated to other participant) 

• Check-in where everyone says their name, and responds to a prompt or question 

• If a reading was provided, lead a discussion  

• A facilitator keeps time and ensures all have had an opportunity to share 

• A closing reading 

• (Singing, if there are singers who want to lead!) 

You are free to try your neighborhood group to see if it’s a good “fit” for you. No obligation to 

stay, and no requirement to attend all gatherings. This is a voluntary opportunity to help us live 

into our mission a little more fully: to seek meaning, to celebrate life, and to serve the spirit of 

love and justice in our world. 

Sign up at the kiosk, or here.   If you have questions, please just ask! 

  

https://uufco.breezechms.com/form/9ba239
mailto:lifefacilitator@uufco.org


Director of RE 
Ayla Halberstadt 

 

 

On May 26 we had a RE-visioning workshop led by Rev. Christina Leone-

Tracy. We engaged in rich discussions of the questions, “What is Religious 

Exploration?” and “Why Do We Do It?” We brainstormed what we want our 

children and youth to get out of RE. After the visioning session, the Children 

and Youth RE Team held an incredibly focused meeting. We discussed the 

future of RE and what structure we would like to use in our RE program. I am 

so excited to share this with you all. We will be announcing the full details of 

the program on June 10. Here is a sneak peek:  

Starting September 23, we will roll out a new model for our children and youth religious 

exploration program. We are moving to a volunteer-run program that will utilize our paid 

childcare and RE staff. Using structured curricula, we will have four classes divided by age 

group. These classes will explore topics like, “Beloved Community in our Neighborhoods and 

Home,” “Responding with Love Even in Bad Situations,” “World Religions,” “Social Justice in 

Superhero Movies,” and “Exploring Values by Poetry.”  

I can’t wait to announce our coming changes and to walk with our children and families through 

this enriching transformation. These changes will help families nurture their faith. Families are 

the primary religious educators in their children’s lives, and I want to do all I can to support them 

in engaging our faith beyond Sundays. That can look like having check-ins during after-school 

car rides, saying grace before meals, discussing the Sunday sermon, and doing service work as 

a family. The upcoming changes in our RE program will enable the children and youth to feel 

more connected to our larger congregation. Everyone will benefit.  

I am elated to create this new structure with the support and amazing talents of the Children and 

Youth RE Team and Rev. Scott. Our beloved community will never be realized with only one 

vison. I am honored that you are all excited to envision and create a more vibrant program for 

children, youth, and families at UUFCO. 

In faith and love, 

Ayla Halberstadt 

 


