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September 3 at 10:30am:  "Beginning and Becoming" 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
In our own lives and as a community, the process of becoming is ongoing. And yet, often times 

along the way, there are new beginnings and next chapters. Together, we create this fellowship 

with our love and our commitment, and in return, this place helps us become who we are. Join 

us this morning for Rev. Rudolph’s first Sunday in the pulpit.  

September 10 at 10:30am:  "Love Thy Neighbor, an Interfaith Experiment in Social 
Justice" 
UUFCO Neighbor Love Cohort with Guest Speaker, Paulina Machi 
The practical and spiritual experience of working with several other faith communities across 
Central Oregon to understand and support immigrant communities will be discussed.  Plans for 
"Welcome Week" in the region and directions for the future of Neighbor Love will be highlighted. 
  
September 17 at 10:30am:  "Like the Deschutes - Ingathering and Water Communion" 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
Our fellowship doesn’t stop in the summer, but we do like to celebrate the beginning of the new 
church year on Ingathering Sunday! We will celebrate our annual Water Communion with a 
multigenerational service. No matter if your travels were far flung over the summer or if you 
stayed close to home, bring some water, either actual or symbolic, of a place or moment from 
your summer months that was meaningful to you. It is good to be together again! 
 
September 24 at 10:30am:  "Thank You for Your Welcome" 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 
Do you remember your first time through the fellowship doors? New people are having this 
experience every single week at UUFCO. Who is welcome here on Sundays? In Bend? In this 
country? On our planet? The act of welcoming opens to possibility.   
 

  

http://www.uufco.org/


Thoughts Scott Begot 
Rev. Scott Rudolph 

 
Thank you. 
 
Occasionally in life there are times when we find ourselves overwhelmed at being the recipients 
of great kindness and generosity. Words do little to capture those feelings of deep gratitude 
swirling inside. At times such as these, I find that there is little to do but offer a heartfelt and 
sincere “thank you.” (But I am a minister, so I will continue on with more words when a few 
might have sufficed.) 
 
The congregation of UUFCO has invited Rebecca, Simon, Tessa, and me into this community 
with an abundance of warmth, enthusiasm, and thoughtfulness. We have been greeted with 
friendly smiles and open hearts. In short, we have been made to feel welcome, and there is no 
greater feeling when arriving in a new place.   
 
So I do say “thank you” in response to the kindness we have received. But… that feeling of 
intense gratitude still lingers inside of me. What is there to do with it? Were kindness to come in 
a box, it would not be accompanied by a tag that says, “When finished, return to sender.” The 
tag would more likely read, “Please enjoy. Then share at random.” Kindness is a chain reaction. 
Acts of kindness do more than provide a one-time service or lift a spirit. They transform the 
recipient (as well as the giver). Please know that we have been forever changed by the 
kindness we have been shown upon coming to UUFCO and will do our part to continue the 
chain reaction.  
 
Part of my beginning here (the largest and most important part) is getting to know you. There is 
no substitute for sitting down for a conversation. During September, I will be hosting some 
informal gatherings here at the fellowship called Histories and Hopes. I’ll meet with groups of 
eight people or so to answer any questions, to talk about the life of the church, to hear your 
stories, and to understand your hopes for the future of this congregation. There will be sign up 
sheets on the kiosk offering different times and dates. Or you can email the office 
(mailto:admin@uufco.org) and sign up that way. If a substantial group self-forms around a 
particular time and date not listed, let me know and we will try to make it work.   
 
Location, dates, and times:  
 

1. Bend - UUFCO 
Wednesday, September 6 at 2:00pm 

2. Bend - Jackson’s Corner (Eastside) 
Thursday, September 7 at 10:00am 

3. Bend – UUFCO 
Wednesday, September 13 at 6:00pm 

4. Bend - Deschutes Brewery 
Tuesday, September 19 at 7:00pm  

5. Sisters – TBD with group  
6. Redmond – TBD with group  

 
With Gratitude and Excitement, Scott 

mailto:admin@uufco.org


The President’s Perspective 
Max Merrill 

 

Welcome to Central Oregon and UUFCO, Reverend Scott Rudolph and 

Family! 

What can I say? What a pleasure it is to welcome Scott, Rebecca, Simon 

Oak and Tesa Jane to Bend and UUFCO!  

We hope you had a wonderful trip from Pittsburgh via Canada to your Bend 

home and that you are all beginning to settle into your new environment. We 

profusely apologize for our smoky atmosphere. This too shall pass! 

Don’t let us overwhelm you with our eagerness to greet you. What a wonderful culmination to 

our Ministerial Search process. Thank you Search Committee members for a job well done. 

We are all looking forward to beginning our new church calendar year. If there is anything we 

can do to make your adjustment period easier, please don’t hesitate to ask for assistance.  

We are all anxious to begin a long and fruitful relationship with each of you.  

The newly constituted Board of Trustees, with new members Marty Rudolph (we are searching 

for the connection), Erika Beard- Irvine, and Sylvia McFarland, with the able assistance of Jim 

Morris, held a very productive Board retreat on July 29. We made good connections with one 

another which I expect will foster trust among us as we go forward with Reverend Scott in 

setting our course for the upcoming year. We are all excited to begin our new adventure. Please 

be patient with us as we work out our operational agenda with Reverend Scott. This year will be 

about trust building both between the Board and Reverend Scott as well as the Board and 

Reverend Scott with the congregation. This trust building phase of Scott’s new ministry is of the 

utmost importance to the health of our community and cannot be rushed. Only after we have 

established strong and trusting relationships can we confidently tackle the meaningful work that 

lies ahead. 

I want you to be aware that it is my intent to lead the Board toward a stronger and more 

engaged relationship with the other liberal minded religious communities in Central Oregon this 

year. The issues we face such as economic inequality, racial intolerance, immigration, primarily 

within our Hispanic community, require more than work by a single congregation. We can no 

longer be an isolated island of activity. We must partner with other religious and nonreligious 

entities in order to make a meaningful impact on these pressing problems that face all of us. 

The Neighbor Love work that is being done on a collaborative basis has shown that this can be 

done. It is time to turn from being an inward focused congregation to one that looks outward to 

the communities of Central Oregon which we serve in order to accomplish the social justice 

goals which we can join in formulating. Working together and with other entities we can 

accomplish much. I am excited about the prospects before us. If you have ideas of areas in 

which we might work with others in the community or entities who might be complimentary 

partners, please let Reverend Scott or myself know.  



“Seeking meaning, celebrating life, and serving the spirit of love and justice in our world” is our 

Mission Statement. This is, as it should be, a broad statement which offers unlimited ways in 

which to serve. Please join me, the Board, the staff and Reverend Scott in forging lasting 

relationships among ourselves and our neighbors which will allow us to truly make a difference 

in the lives of those among whom we live.  

Thank you for your encouragement and support.  

Max Merrill 

Board President  

  



Director of RE 
Ayla Halberstadt 

 

It is the beginning of the school year! I remember the anticipation and anxiety 

I had as a youth when school began, looking forward to seeing friends but 

always anxious about the new adults I would have in my life as teachers. It is 

so important to have consistency and trust with adults in your life at any age, 

but especially as a child or youth. This year our RE staff is staying the same, 

Shannon Adams and Krystal Collins will be teaching RE classes and Molly 

Reams and Maya Foster-Wexler will be in childcare. I love that at UUFCO 

we have consistency in our RE staff because it helps build deeper trust and 

relationships with the children, youth, and families.  

This year will be slightly different, we are going to be using the soul matters themes for 

inspiration in RE! We will also be allowing the children and youth to choose what topic and 

activity they go to each week, instead of going by age. This will give the children more choices 

and have the ability to get to know our different teachers!  

Even though we are blessed to have consistent staff in RE, we still need the help of volunteers. 

I am looking for volunteers who have ideas and skills they want to share with the children and 

youth, volunteers who think of themselves as owners instead of renters or visitors in our faith 

community. I want a ratio that for one child, five adults in our congregation know their name. We 

are building a multigenerational beloved community together and look forward to working with 

you all in many roles.  

As Dr. Seuss says “And will you succeed? Yes, you will indeed! (98 and ¾ percent 

guaranteed!)” Dr. Seuss or I cannot guarantee 100% success but I can guarantee you will get to 

know more of our congregation, and learn about yourself, our faith, and our children and youth 

when you volunteer in RE! 

In faith and love, 

Ayla Halberstadt, DRE  

 

  



 
  

Events and Announcements 

 

 

  

Summer Pool Party  
 

Friday, September 1 ~ 1:00 - 3:00 p.m. 

Juniper Swim and Fitness Center 
   

Before our Back to Church Potluck on Friday evening, all 
children and youth of UUFCO's RE program are invited to 
an end-of-summer pool party. 

Meet at Juniper Swim and Fitness Center (800 NE 6th 
Street in Bend). 

September 1 from 1 - 3 p.m.  
Cost: $5 per child and $7 per adult. Funds are available from RE ... so all 

who want to attend can! 

If you have any questions please contact Ayla at DRE@uufco.org. 

 

 

  

Back to Church Potluck - Come On In 

Friday, September 1 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Gathering Hall 

Taking heed on the comments from the First 
Annual Back to Church Potluck last September - 

"We've got to do this again next year!" - WE 
ARE. The second annual potluck and our first 

with Rev. Scott is set for  
Friday, September 1st 5:30pm to 7:30pm 

What better combination to regroup for the upcoming church year than our 
famous fabulous food potluck table, the lively camaraderie of conversation 
and games. What a joyful community we have created! 

This evening is planned for everyone's mind, body and spirit. Come join in 
the joy of being together in playful celebration. You bring your favorite 

potluck dish. 

Questions? Ideas? Contact Ellen Mercer or call 541-380-0361. 
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"Hang Out with Rev. Scott": After the games and potluck are over and clean-

up wrapped up, join Rev. Scott for casual conversation in Linus Pauling (7:30 
- 9:00 p.m.). The purpose of this time is to help him get better acquainted 

with us, since his brief week in May was primarily for us to get acquainted 
with him.  

  

Board Meeting   
Thursday, September 14   

6:00pm in the Conference Room 

If you are interested in having time on the agenda please contact Mark 
Hickman. You are always welcome to come to a Board meeting.  

  

Come Sing!  
  

The choir will be back in rehearsal on September 6. Our regular rehearsals 
are on Wednesday nights from 6:00pm to 7:00pm. New singers are 
welcome, and if you've been thinking you'd like to sing with us this would be 

a great time to start! There is no audition, but I do ask that you contact me 
prior to coming so I can make sure we have enough music copies. Our 

normal schedule has been to sing on the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each 
month. 
  

Looking forward to hearing from any interested singers! 
  

Virlene Arnold, Music Director 

  

UUFCO's Annual Service Auction 

September 16 
 

Volunteers Needed! 

 
As always, there will be a potluck while the silent auction is 

proceeding and dessert during the live auction. We will 
have entertainment, laughter and competitive bidding, all 
in good fun, and the proceeds of this entire evening go to help support our 

vibrant UUFCO community and programs. 
 

The Auction Committee will be asking for people to volunteer to help with the 
event. We will need volunteers for the following groups: 
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 Set up for the event 
 Set up for the silent auction 
 Decorations 

 Greeters/check-in and assign bidding numbers 
 Food Coordinator - to organize the potluck, and oversee the food as it 

is brought in. 
 Kitchen Crew 

 Clean up after the event 

If you would like to volunteer for any of the above categories, please contact 
Ed Green, or sign up at the Kiosk. 

  

The New www.uufco.org  
  
If you've visited our website lately, you'll notice a fresh new look. It's worth 

exploring. You'll find new features throughout the site. This month we'll focus 
on one you might find especially helpful. On the home page, scroll down to 

the Quick Links in the left column. Click on "How to at UUFCO." There are 
some very basic questions answered at the top from :How do I make my 
voice heard?" to "How do I know if there's a snow closure?" Have you 

wondered how and when to submit an article to the ACE or any other of the 
communications vehicles at UUFCO? Check out "How to Get the Word Out." 

"How to Use the Building" is still being developed, but you'll see some of the 
questions that will be answered here. You'll find a link here on how to add 
something to the calendar or reserve as space for a meeting or event. 

There's also a "Quick Link" for that on the front page. 
  

If you've wondered how to reach a committee or a staff person, you'll find a 
link in the "Contacts" list. There's a list of forms there too, including how 
report a problem about the building, to nominating an organization for the 

Greater Community Collection, to requesting to receive Soul Matters packets. 
You'll notice that all the contacts go to forms now instead of simple personal 

email addresses. Though not quite as convenient, that was done for security 
and privacy reasons.  
  

At the bottom is a link to the UUFCO Board Policy Book. The board was very 
busy this past year. You'll find a policy for just about anything there. It is 

being continuously revised and you'll find the latest version here. 
  
This whole section is still being developed and expanded. What else do you 

want to know? Follow the link at the top to "submit a question or make a 
suggestion." Your input is welcome for this page and throughout the website! 

There's a link for that too. 
  

mailto:ed@edgreenrealtor.com
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Membership 

 

 

  

NEW2UU- Saturday September 30, 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
Are you ready to learn more about the fascinating history of Unitarian 

Universalism and our Seven Principles? We'll be glad to have you during this 
class as we explore how the UU faith came to be and why, what it means to 

us as individuals, as a fellowship, and as a light within the larger community 
of our world.  Sign up at the kiosk in the Gathering Hall or email Mayme 
Trumble, maymet@mac.com. 

 
UUFCO 101-Saturday October 7, 9:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 

If you're enjoying Sunday mornings and wondering how to get more involved 
in UUFCO, please join us for this membership class. We will provide a brief 
history of our Fellowship and how it has evolved into the vibrant community 

it is today. Sign up at the kiosk in the Gathering Hall or email Mayme 
Trumble.  

 

 

  

Social Justice at UUFCO 

 

 

  

Community Dinners  

Make a difference and volunteer! 
 

 

  

Bethlehem Inn Dinners 
Bend 

Thursday, September 28  
  

Our dinners are back to the fourth Thursday of the month. You can prepare 
turkey meatloaf, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, cupcakes or 1% 
mile...or be a server!  Or both! No experience is necessary. Thank you! 

    
Sign up using this link, at the Sunday sign-up table, or by emailing  Leslie 

Koc.  

mailto:maymet@mac.com
mailto:maymet@mac.com
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Jericho Table   
Serving Your Community in Redmond  

 Saturday, September 30  
   
Please come and help other UUFCO'ers as we bring food and serve a "party" 

dinner for the Jericho Road/Table program once each month. Sign up at the 
link below to provide a main course, a fruit/veggie salad, drinks, or a dessert 

for 45 hungry people. We also need servers to help with the meal. Please 
join us! 
   

Sign up by emailing Pam Horwich.  

  

Greater Community Collection (GCC)  
Collected on Sunday, September 24 

  
Latino Community Association  

 

The Latino Community Association (LCA) is an essential connecting point for 
our Latino immigrant community in Central Oregon.  Along with connections 
them to resources for basic needs including housing, education, childcare 

and employment, LCA provides legal immigration consults, and assistance 
with immigration procedures, acquiring citizenship, tax filing and Mexican 

Consulate mobile clinics.  LCA empowers Latino families to thrive, creates 
opportunities for advancement and builds bridges that unite and strengthen 
us all, while striving to create a cohesive community where all people are 

valued and empowered to participate and contribute to the health and 
prosperity of our community. 

  

Social Justice Movie Night 
September 29 at 6:30 p.m. 

Linus Pauling Hall  
 

"Under The Same Moon" 

  
This film tells the parallel stories of nine-year-old Carlitos and his mother, 

Rosario. In the hopes of providing a better life for her son, Rosario works 
illegally in the U.S. while her mother cares for Carlitos back in Mexico. 
Unexpected circumstances drive both Rosario and Carlitos to embark on their 

own journeys in a desperate attempt to reunite. Along the way, mother and 
son face challenges and obstacles but never lose hope that they will one day 

be together again. Riggen's film is not only a heartwarming family story; she 

mailto:jphorwich@gmail.com
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also offers subtle commentary on the much-debated issue of illegal 
immigration.  

  

Wildcat Wizards Tutoring Program 
Late Summer '17 Update 

 

  
The Wildcat Wizards Tutoring Program is a partnership between our UU 

Social Justice group and Juniper Elementary. Last year we served twenty 
students and contributed over 400 hours. We are actively seeking new tutors 
and substitutes for this school year.   

  
At the end of last year, the Vice Principal said that students who participated 

in the tutoring program saw more gains in their reading level than a typical 
peer who didn't participate. Struggles with reading correlate with an 
increased risk of high school dropout.   

  
Volunteer tutors work one-on-one with a student referred their teacher for 

extra help. The program runs from October through May, and meets on 
Tuesdays from 4:00-5:00pm. Tutors work one-on-one with the student on 
homework, reading and math. Substitutes allow continuity for the students 

when tutors aren't available.   
  

We will be partnering with Trinity Episcopal Church's Social Justice 
Committee this year to recruit tutors and substitutes among their 
congregation. This should allow us to expand the number of students we 

serve.   
  

Ellen Peterson and Gloria Rasmussen have joined me in coordinating the 
program. They and others who tutored or substituted will have "Ask Me 
About Tutoring" attachments on their UU nametags if you'd like to learn 

more about the program.  
  

Or contact me, Christine Walsh. 
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ART (Art Resource Team) 

 

 

  

A new show will be installed on September 2, "Printmaking Arts".  A 
reception will be held the following day after service in the Linus Pauling 

Room. 

 

 

  

Labyrinth Project 

 

 

  

On Saturday, September 23 at 10:00 a.m. the Labyrinth Project Team will 
meet with our project designer, plant educator and landscaper at the 
labyrinth. We will weed and do final site prep for an autumn planting. The 

date for the planting will be determined when we see what the weather 
pattern is going to be in the weeks ahead. Because there is no irrigation at 

the labyrinth site we want to plant after there is some moisture but before it 
gets too cold. The first few weeks after planting we will be looking for 
volunteers to do hand watering. 

  
If you would like to meet Andy Dwyer and help with the weeding and 

perhaps some dirt or rock moving, please join us. Dress for the weather and 
bring your own water. 
  

Ginny Sponsler is heading the Labyrinth Project Team. The initial goal of the 
Project is to complete the initial clean-up and planting by the end of 2017. If 

you would like to be on the contact list for activities related to the Labyrinth 
Project please send your contact information to Ginny.   
  

Adults and youth are welcome. Watch future Newsletters and ACE 
publications for more information about the longer term goals of the 

Labyrinth Project.  
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Requested Donations or Volunteers 

 

 

  

Sunday Service Volunteers  
 
September is Team B's turn to help out with volunteering at Sunday 
services. This is a valuable way to contribute to our UUFCO congregation. 

Please check your calendars to sign up for one or two Sundays.  Please click 
here to access SignUp, UUFCO's online volunteer sign up sheet. 

 
Not sure if you are on Team B?  Check here. 
 

If you would like to lend a hand on Sundays and have not yet been recruited 
(or assigned) to a team, please contact Chela Sloper, Congregational Life 

Facilitator. Volunteering on Sunday is a simple way to meet new people in 
the congregation.  

 

 

  

Adult RE Offerings 

 

 

  

New Class! 
Introduction to the Enneagram 

10-Week Series:  Wednesdays, September 20 - November 22 
7:15 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
One of the most profound spiritual questions is the simple, yet mysterious 

"Who am I?" The Enneagram is a powerful awareness tool that explores 9 
different ways of viewing and relating to the world. Although we all share 

certain core emotions and needs, the 9 Enneatypes hold different 
worldviews, offer different challenges and gifts, and rely on different 
"default" talking styles when under stress. As a result, we unwittingly find 

ourselves in a box that limits our understanding of and ability to work and 
play well with others. Join us for this fascinating and fun class series! 

 
Register HERE if you can, or come early to the class to register.  General 
Registration: $100 (Class series); Pledging Members of UUFCO: $60 (Class 

series); Student rate: $35 (Class series). Drop-in rate per class: $12.    
 

Book: Riso & Hudson, Personality Types: Using the Enneagram for Self-
Discovery (1996).  Available through Amazon, or at a local bookstore. 

https://signup.com/client/invitation/6775657374/830341/false#%21830341/false/false
http://files.constantcontact.com/79e4573a001/bc42ee31-6739-4ade-b823-06259d1924e2.pdf
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Any questions, contact Robin Slocum. 

Soul Matters 
We resume our monthly explorations with the Soul Matters 

theme packets. Each 10-14 page packet provides exercises 
to engage the theme in our daily lives, reflection questions, 
and pages of resources -- quotes, links to videos and 

podcasts, movie and song recommendations -- that help to 
provide different angles of considering the monthly theme. 

 
September's theme is welcome: What does it mean to be a people of 
welcome? You may sign up by sending an email to soulmatters@uufco.org. 

Please indicate if you would like to participate in a Soul Matters small group 
as well. The small groups are 7-10 people who commit to meet once per 

month -- generally the third week of the month -- to share their experiences 
and reflections in an atmosphere of deep listening.  
 

Spiritual Book Club 
Next meeting is September 19 from 5:30 to 7:00 p.m. in Sophia Fahs 

Commons (RE).  Drop-ins are welcome.    

Any questions, contact Robin Slocum.   

   
Dances of Universal Peace 
Chela Sloper hosts the monthly gathering of Dances of Universal Peace -- 

celebrating spiritual traditions through song and movement. Join us the 4th 
Tuesday of the month: September 26 at 7:00 p.m. in Linus Pauling. 

 

Spiritual Practices available at UUFCO 

 

YOGA: Tuesday mornings from 9:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. 
Mindful Yoga for Every Body is a yoga practice is designed to settle the mind 

and open the body through a practice of postures and breathing 
techniques.  Suitable for all levels. 

 
Join teachers who have experience guiding students of varied physical 
abilities through a gentle, accessible practice using props to assist each 

student to go at their own pace. This practice will include standing and 
moving up and down from the floors. 

 
The class is offered on a donation basis and suggested donation is between 
$5 and $10. If you have any questions about the class you can email Wendy 

Howard.    
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Sunday Morning Meditation: Sunday Morning at 9:00 a.m. 
Chandra Smith invites you to a weekly Sunday morning meditation before 

worship in the Founders Fireside.  We have returned to a seated meditation 
inside. All are welcome. Email Chandra with any questions. 

 

 

  

Good Times Activities 

 

 

  

Family Dinner Night 
Come join other UUFCO families and friends for a potluck! Everyone is 

invited! Bring a dish and a smile to share. Contact Megan Michell for more 
information.  Next dinner is Saturday, September 9 at 4:00 p.m.  
  
Camping 
TBD  

 
Hiking 
Thursday hikes will be happening throughout the fall unless otherwise 

indicated. Contact Karen Maier to be included in the email list. 
Announcements will also be made in the ACE. 

 
Card Night 
If you are interested in playing cards on a regular (monthly) basis, email 

Jim Dobrowski or call 541-410-4887. 
 

The Yarn Connection   
The knitting group will meet weekly beginning Thursday, September 7 at 
3:30 p.m. in the Founder's Fireside Room. We welcome any knitters as well 

as crocheters who care to join us. Contact Susie Linford (541-306-3096) for 
more information or to be added to their contact list.   

  
Circle Supper 

Circle Supper is September 15 at 6:00 p.m.  Sign up at the kiosk in the 
Gathering Hall.  Would you like to host a Circle Supper? You open your home 
and the guests bring the food.  Contact Pam Wilson for additional 

information. In addition, Pam is looking for someone to pass the Circle 
Supper baton to. She would be happy to "teach you the ropes" this month, 

and then pass the baton for October. Some email and telephone work 
involved, to coordinate the assignments of attendees and hosts. Circle 
Suppers are a great first connection for many newcomers to our 

congregation. 
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Book Club Numero Uno   (#1) 
We invite new people to join Book Club Numero Uno.  We read a variety of 

books, both non-fiction and fiction. We meet on the first Wednesday of the 
month from 2:00 - 4:00 p.m. in the Founders Fireside room. Please call Bo 

Hanson (541-550-7656) or Wendy Howard (541-598-4794) for more 
information.     

 

 

  

Happy Birthday to....YOU! 

September 

 

 

  

Trisha Bell Grace Kennedy John Lawton 

Rosemarie Maurer Clara McClane Megan Michell 

Phil Miscovich Michael Novak Peter Pauga 

Kathy Shaker Joe Slocum Chela Sloper 

Ella Leonard 

 

 

 

 

 


