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June 2016 Services      Theme:  Revelry 

 

 

June 5 at 10:30am:  And Now for Something Completely Different 
As spring turns to summer and our theme turns to 'revelry,' we'll step out of the 

box of standard worship to be playful together. What will we have in store?!  We'll 
also welcome our most recent cohort of members with our New Members 

Ceremony. 

June 12 at 10:30am:  Revelry and Resistance 
Fighting for change seems increasingly futile as the future looks grimmer and 

grimmer. And yet resistance is essential or there is no hope. Does revelry have a 
role in our efforts for change? Can revelry be a spiritual practice? 

 
June 19 at 10:30am:   Flowers, Fathers and Festivities 
It's time to rejoice! For our last service before the summer, we'll celebrate Fathers' 

Day, Flower Communion, honor our dedicated volunteers and take a peak at this 
past year in a service of gratitude and merriment.  

  
June 26 at 10:30am:  Gotta Play, Gotta Dance! 
Lay-led Speaker: Chela Sloper 

Temple Grandin, a well-known professor of animal science, considers play essential 
to all animals -- including humans! And Friedrich Nietzsche said, "I would believe 

only in a God that knows how to dance." Finding a colorful contrast to the grim 
formality of our Puritan heritage, we will revel in stories about Krishna, beloved 

figure in Hinduism, in divine play and dance. This service will be in the round, and 
there will be Dances of Universal Peace. (Fear not: though participation is 
encouraged, observers are also welcome!) 
  

http://www.uufco.org/
http://files.ctctcdn.com/79e4573a001/478cfbc9-835b-40f5-a6f1-2fa5a59aaa65.pdf


The Reverend’s Reflections 
 

We are closing a huge year of change in the life of this 

congregation.  Twelve months ago, we had no Sunday 

volunteer groups, we weren’t renting the building, we hadn’t 

started to use all the children’s classrooms -- there were a lot 

of things we didn’t know, including one another. Since then, 

we’ve been working on a new mission statement together, we 

re-instituted adult religious exploration programs, increased staffing, and started 

creating new ways of working together through the Sunday Volunteer groups.  We 

also launched the Program Council and Leadership Development Committees. And 

that’s not accounting for the Board and its committees that have done an enormous 

amount of work. Attendance on Sundays has surpassed expectations and 

membership is now over 200. There is so much to be grateful for and to celebrate. 

It has also been a year of mistakes, misunderstandings and miscommunications. 

And these too, we should be grateful for, for these are always our best teachers. It 

is in our mishaps that we see what we didn’t see before – if we humble ourselves 

enough to look. There is perhaps nothing more revealing and important than letting 

our defenses down and asking ourselves the hard questions of our own role when 

things go wrong; of being willing to acknowledge that our choices contributed to the 

problem, for then we see what it is we do need to do or be as we go forward. 

As announced last month, I will leave at the end of my existing contract in a year’s 

time. Although the past few months leading to this decision were difficult, seeing 

what needs to be done next year is clearer. The Board and I have a plan that 

focuses on building our ability to communicate as leaders in shared ministry and as 

a congregation. This is a plan that we’ve begun to implement and includes calling 

on the support of consultants to help us with the transition of our congregation’s 

practices to suit the size of the membership. 

This past year was also about practical concerns of meeting basic needs, just as 

when you move house you must spend time getting boxes unpacked, setting up 

new utilities accounts, and getting the children settled into new schools and making 

new friends.  

Now, the purpose of our shared ministry shifts to really metabolizing the changes 

we’ve started, and we are learning much from our mistakes and missteps as we 

move forward. We are more aware of what it means to be a larger congregation 

now; and that rather than being less intimately connected and more anonymous in 

the crowd, we are more connected than before. We are a congregation, not a 

crowd. There is a big difference and a great strength in this, and it requires that we 



base our myriad relations with respect, loving-kindness, and a commitment to 

honesty. 

This year ahead, as the search for a new minister gets underway, the work we do 

together as congregation and minister will be different and important as we learn 

how to function in meaningful, creative and healing ways that will set the pattern 

for UUFCO’s future. We will not only deepen our awareness of ourselves as this 

larger community, but share the share the work of ministry as UUs in Central 

Oregon. We will communicate and be accountable to one another in our ultimate 

work of creating more love and justice in the world. And I for one am looking 

forward to it. 

  



The President’s Perspective 

 

We had an excellent Annual Meeting and I would like to report on 

what happened. The new mission statement that was selected is:  

Unitarian Universalists of Central Oregon: seeking meaning, 

celebrating life and serving the spirit of love and justice in our world.  

This powerful mission will be both a compass for the Board and a 

reference point for all the ministries of UUFCO.   The congregation 

also approved our budget and our new slate of Board members. 

Welcome to Amy Falkenrath, Max Merrill, Greg Byrne and Paul Bennett.  

We had a dynamic Q and A which posed an important consideration for the bylaws 

committee to address regarding the process if the budget or slate of nominees is 

not passed.  Questions about our board nominating process were also posed which 

will go to the board and the leadership development committee.  UUFCO 

congregants think deeply and deliberately and this makes for a positive influence as 

we continue to evolve. 

Following the Annual Meeting, we had a presentation from Dr. Rev. Amy Rowland, 

our UUA Ministerial Transitions Team Minister.  She will be advising us during this 

search process.  We have our first major task ahead of us -- choosing a search 

committee.  Although our bylaws clearly say that the board appoints the search 

committee members, the board will seek guidance from the congregation.  We have 

been advised that there are several approaches that we can use to receive search 

committee recommendations, so we will likely give the congregation multiple 

options to make sure voices are heard.  The first option is for congregants to 

nominate themselves if they feel they would be a good candidate.  A second option 

is to recommend an individual member and provide three reasons that person 

should be considered.  A third option is to ask everyone to identify up to three 

individuals they would trust to be a member on this committee.  We may use all 

three options.  Please keep in mind that only members can be considered for the 

search committee.  

The search committee will consist of seven members. The candidate 

recommendations are tabulated and the top four named are selected.  The next 

three individuals are chosen from the names offered in the data gathering process 

(with the idea of balancing the slate) to ensure there is diversity of age, gender, 

skills set, gender identity, ethnicity etc.  These individuals are then asked if they 

are interested in accepting this commitment.  We would like the new board 

members to take part in this search committee selection process.  Ideally, we 

would have our search committee chosen by the latter part of June so 

arrangements can be made for a search committee retreat in July, facilitated by 

Amy Rowland.  We will be deciding soon on our search committee selection process 



and will communicate with the congregation via the ACE and our Board bulletin 

board.  

Our next Board meeting is June 9 from 6-8:30 pm.  Agenda items will include:  

communications between outgoing board members and incoming board members, 

sharing lessons that we learned, minister’s report, consent agenda, search update, 

treasurer’s report, leadership development committee update, GTF (governance 

task force update), Board retreat and other items as they come in.  All are welcome 

to attend.  If you are interested in speaking please email me several days before 

our meeting at whoward610@gmail.com so that space can be reserved on the 

agenda. We are here to represent and serve the congregation. 

The incoming President, Mark Hickman, will keep you updated in the July 

Newsletter.  As we move into the summer season, congregational life continues to 

be active with forward momentum! 

  

mailto:whoward610@gmail.com


Congregational Life Facilitator 
Chela Sloper 

 
Growing Together and Filling Up Our Space 

 
It’s been amazing to see how our congregation has been growing 
-- not only numerically, but also essentially -- since moving into 
our new building.  What I mean by “essence” has to do with the 
growing recognition of who we are, our collective identity, 
cultivated by many and varied opportunities to be with one 
another. Who we are as a congregation has been developing this 
past year. 
 

In our years renting the Old Stone, we were with one another on Sunday mornings and Tuesday 
nights: Sunday worship, Tuesday choir and frequent educational offerings. Our sense of “here” 
was perhaps more a sense of “there.”  In addition to those opportunities at the Old Stone, 
committee meetings and educational offerings happened in our homes, and of course Circle 
Suppers provided times to relax in conversation over potluck suppers. 
 
But we truly have a “here” now.  Congregants gather for many more meetings (!!) and good 
times sharings; Sunday mornings give ample time for meditation before worship, and kitchen 
duties strengthen our teamwork skills.  Our children have a lovely space to learn and a beautiful 
place to play.  It is delightful to feel the buzz of activity throughout the week. 
 
One of my favorite metaphors for the time of transitioning to our new home has been that of fish 
farm trout being delivered to a lake.  They swim in a barrel during transport, and then, when 
poured into the lake, continue to swim in circles until their habitual pattern relaxes and they 
venture further and further into the open waters.  Last spring many of us felt a bit overwhelmed -
- maybe even dazed -- at the beauty and spaciousness of our new “here”. And slowly, gradually, 
we began inhabiting our home, truly making it “ours”. 
 
I have the sense that there is a vast potential of using our space for cultivating congregational 
life.  How can we throw ourselves parties that provide opportunities for fun or exploration, 
getting further acquainted with one another, and strengthening the bonds of community? 

I welcome your suggestions, and am happy to support you in planning such a soiree -- or two! -- 
this summer. What do you think? 
 
Consider, when an idea surfaces:   

 How can such a gathering be family-friendly, involving our children so that they are 
better known and loved in our congregation? (And in considering children present, being 
mindful of naptime and bedtime.)  

 How many volunteers might be needed for set-up, kitchen clean-up, and take down? 
 How many committees or affinity groups (e.g., Women’s Spirit Circle or men’s groups) 

can combine ideas to come up with something interesting, fun, and worthwhile? 
 If food is shared, does a designated cooking crew make the meal? Or do we enjoy our 

customary delicious potluck? 

 
Let’s Party! 



Director of RE 
 

As we move into June, I have been thinking about the theme for 

this month, revelry, and how spiritual, lively and noisy festivities 

can be.  This June, I will be going to General Assembly in 

Columbus, Ohio.  General Assembly is a five-day conference where 

UU’s from around the nation attend workshops, worship, witness, 

learn, vote on denominational business, and be in community with 

one another.  As you might imagine a few thousand Unitarian 

Universalists can get lively and noisy!  This year, we will have lively 

worships where we honor religious professionals in their different stages of 

ministry, welcome newly bridged youth into young adulthood, and honor and 

celebrate the blessed work we have done in our congregations and as a larger faith.  

 

General Assembly fulfills a spiritual need for me, one where I get to reconnect with 

dear friends from across the country and live boldly in the faith tradition I hold so 

close to my heart.  Each year, we take time away from some of the revelry and act 

as public witness in the city we are in to take a stand as people of faith.  This year, 

we will be holding an interfaith rally for racial justice.  We are gathering at the Ohio 

Statehouse to take a public stand that Black Lives Matter.  This will be lively, and 

probably noisy at times, but it goes beyond a festivity.  This is one reason why I 

love our faith -- we can act in great revelry together, but also step aside and 

deepen our faith with justice work by giving it the respect it deserves.  

 

I look forward to coming back from a week of service, friendship, learning, 

listening, and loving boldly with other UU’s and using that momentum in our RE 

program. Being able to revel with our children and youth as we live out our 7 

principles is something I strive to do all year, not just in the month of June.  

 

  



Leadership Development 
Rev. Antonia Won & Leslie Koc, Chair 

 
Announcing the Leadership Development Committee 

 
In the past two years, UUFCO has busted its seams with a 50% growth in membership! This 
means: 
 

1. we need more people to participate in the ministries and activities of the congregation 
2. we have a large number of people seeking a fulfilling way to participate in the 

congregation 
 
And what is our answer to that need? A new committee, of course, and one that I’m very excited 
about -- the Leadership Development Committee.  My thanks to Leslie Koc (chair), Michael 
Carr, Marty Rudolph, Amy Falkenrath, Jim Morris and Sue Clarke (Board liaison) for answering 
the call to this important work at this pivotal time in UUFCO’s life. I will also have a role as part 
of this group. We are meeting frequently in these formative days, to form our working 
relationships and develop our common understanding of our task and vision for undertaking it. 
All are enthusiastically engaged and looking forward to collaborating with other committees and 
teams. 
  
Rev. Antonia 
 
 
 
The general purpose of the Leadership Development Committee (LDC) is to Identify resources 
that will nurture and grow the long-term health and vitality of our volunteers who take on all 
levels of responsibility in order to fulfill our mission as a congregation. 
 
The LDC will be responsible for: 
 

 helping members identify and effectively apply their personal passion, skills, and talents 

 organizing and providing education, orientation and leadership programs to our current 
and future committee chairs and board members 

 building the skills and resiliency of our congregation so that it may pursue our mission of 
service 

 The LDC will use a holistic approach to develop strategies to identify potential leaders 
across a wide spectrum of age, ethnic, and cultural differences and will help these 
potential leaders identify ways to serve the ministry, given their gifts and interests 

 
This is an exciting step and you will hear more from the Committee on an ongoing basis. 



Membership 
Nancy Stevens 

 
We held three new member orientations this fiscal year. In our most 

recent orientation, eleven people attended and most all of them signed 

the membership book. Eight of them have submitted their bios -- read on 

to learn about the talents and hobbies of these fabulous new members.  

Our new member ceremony is June 5 during the service. If you have attended the series of classes 

this year, you may still sign-up to take part in the ceremony. Please RSVP to Nancy Stevens 

singingskierxc@gmail.com. 

This is my last newsletter article to write as the chair of the membership team. Antonia mentioned 

last Sunday that we now have over 200 members. I would like to thank the following people who 

have served with me over the last four years:  Jerri Jones, Kelly Pence, Mayme Trumble, Marty 

Rudolph, Eileen Wireman, and Bill Morris. Not only have I have enjoyed leading this team, but it’s 

been a great way to meet our newest members and help them feel welcome in our growing 

congregation. If you are interested in joining the membership team, please talk to Chela Sloper our 

new Congregational Life Facilitator. 

 

Pam Jones 

My husband and I recently retired to Bend from the California Bay Area 

where I raised and worked for 38 years at UCSF Benioff Oakland 

Children’s Hospital as Lead Pediatric Nurse Practitioner in 

Surgery/Trauma/Wound Care. We fell in love with Bend after 

participating in the Cycle Oregon Week Ride. We purchased our Widgi 

Creek home three years ago and have been working towards 

retirement --   which, yippee, has finally arrived! We are a blended family 

of 14 years. Between us, we have four adult children, two respective 

partners and one adorable grandson, who we gush over constantly as in our Grandparent Job 

descriptions. We are enjoying creating our third life act in Oregon and with you all. This is my initial 

sojourn into UUFCO and I am so excited to begin my life changing relationship with the 

congregation. 

Dana Rhode 

I grew up in Madison, WI, a lovely city, but I knew early on that I belonged in the mountains. I moved 

to Bend in 2002 and my husband and I are having a ball raising our daughters here. I love hiking, 

biking, running, skiing, yoga and just being outdoors. When I am not in nature, I am busy being a 

family physician at Bend Memorial Clinic. 

 



Tara Breitenbucher 

"I'm a blessed, single, at-home mother of two amazing young children, 

Olive and Elliot. I recently moved from Seattle where I was a 

psychotherapist and adjunct professor. I adore reading, writing, gardening, 

and cooking, and am looking to create a rich and engaged community for 

me and my children." 

 

James Simmons 

I grew up in Texas (you’ll discover that a Southern accent still remains).  I have 

strong inclinations with regard to: the arts, nature, laughter, world cultures, 

spiritual formation and the journeys and life stories of others.  Historically, I 

have been in some type of “ministry” for over 35 years.  It took me 50 years, but 

I finally came out to the world as a gay soul.  This action brought a rather rocky 

path to my life (since I was raised and ministered as a conservative evangelical); 

but time heals (most) things, so here I am – healthy, happy, loving and loved. At 

64 life brought me the “love of my life” – the only problem was that I was 

pastoring a large church in Portland and he resided in Tucson, AZ.  Last June 

(2015) I retired from ministry and moved to Tucson to nurture this relationship.  We both love the 

dessert, nature and mountains – so Bend seemed the obvious choice for the place to begin our lives; 

therefore, we moved here in November of 2015. I love to sing, create, speak up for the downtrodden 

and love.  I am a servant, speaker, teacher, gardener, artisan and traveler. 

 

Liz Dougherty 

I'm a retired high school English teacher who moved from 

Colorado two years ago to be closer to my grandchildren in 

Portland.  I have two sons, two grand kids, & three sponsor kids 

in Honduras.  Husband James & I travel & care for two 

Malamutes.  I love to read, garden and be a grandma. 

 

 

Chris Cassard 

I grew up in Nevada and South America, and graduated college in Arizona. 

After 30+ years in Portland, we relocated to Bend in 2014 to enjoy the natural 

and sports amenities of Central Oregon. Linda and I travel regularly to visit 

our two grown children and other family. 

 

 



 

Linda Crouse 

I grew up on a farm in South Dakota. Graduated from the University of 

Maryland and worked for an international accounting firm in DC, 

Germany and Portland. Lived in Portland for 30 years where I met and 

married Chris Cassard, and we have two grown children. Moved to Bend 

in 2014. 

 

Julie Montoya 

Julie was lucky enough be born into a Unitarian family in the late 1960's in 

Wooster Ohio.  Julie has been a life-long UU, participating in congregations 

in Las Cruces, New Mexico and in Colorado.  She and her husband and 

daughter have lived in Bend for fifteen years and have been chronic visitors 

to our group.  She has taught high school students languages (English or 

Spanish) for 25 years, and can be found on the local rivers or in the local 

forests or, on a rainy day, in the local library.  

  



The Shared Ministries Committee  

 

At the UUFCO Annual Meeting on May 22nd, the congregation approved a new 

mission statement, the outcome of our congregation’s three-session mission 

renewal process and numerous conversations in committees, board meetings, 

and other congregational groups. Thanks to all who contributed your energy 

and ideas to this process. Our new mission statement is 

 

Unitarian Universalists of Central Oregon:  

seeking meaning, celebrating life, 

and serving the spirit of love and justice in our world. 

 

Our challenge in the next five years is to make this mission come alive through all the ministries 

of the congregation. How will we use our vision, energy and resources to serve the spirit of love 

and justice in our world? One of the roles of the Shared Ministries Committee is to offer 

feedback and encouragement to UUFCO’s ministries as we all work toward this shared purpose 

in the spirit of our relational covenant. 

 

We say our covenant together every Sunday: 

 

Love is the spirit of this fellowship, 

and service is its law. 

This is our covenant: 

to dwell together in peace, 

to seek the truth in love,  

and to help one another. 

 

How do these words translate into action? And how do they relate to our mission? In this year of 

growth, change, and difficult decision-making for our congregation, our ability “to dwell together 

in peace and to seek the truth in love” has been tested.  Change brings disagreements that can 

escalate into conflicts, and we have had our share.  But we are learning that conflicts also offer 

creative possibilities if we have the tools and the spirit that help us work through disagreements 

and consider opposing views in a loving and respectful way.   

 

This is where our Healthy Congregations Team comes in.  In collaboration with the Shared 

Ministries Committee, the Healthy Congregations planning group members—Don Hartsough, 

Nancy Hodge, Nancy Stevens, Judy Trask, and Pam Wilson—are exploring tools for healthy 

communication. We are learning about the dynamics of conflict, approaches for untangling 

triangles, and ways of navigating difficult conversations. You will be hearing from us soon about 

these resources for communicating more openly and working with differences in the spirit of our 

covenant and in the service of our UUFCO mission—seeking meaning, celebrating life, and 

serving the spirit of love and justice in our world.  

  



Social Justice Committee 

Project GRACE – Action Update 

On Sunday, May 15, 37 UUFCO members and friends participated in Project 

GRACE’s Action Workshop, to brainstorm and share ideas focused on addressing the 

escalating inequality of income, wealth, and opportunity in the U.S.  We narrowed 

an initial list of 6 action areas to 3 for further consideration in breakout groups: 

Education, Income/Wealth, and Changing the Narratives.  Each breakout group 

discussed objectives to be achieved by efforts in their particular action area, and 

they began the process of identifying specific actions and programs that might be 

pursued by UUFCO. 

Under the Education action area, there is interest to explore a pre-school program 

that would serve children who cannot afford pre-school; to explore additional 

opportunities for tutoring and mentoring (including additional support for our 

Juniper Elementary Wildcat Wizards program), to investigate the potential for a 

scholarship program, and to consider ways to address school policies that charge 

students to participate in extracurricular activities like sports and music. 

The Changing the Narratives group wants first to better understand the various 

cultural “stories” that support inequality, and then to consider how to change these 

predominant narratives.  They are considering beginning with book discussions 

open to the congregation. 

The Income/Wealth group identified several potential actions for further study, 

including developing a directory of local businesses that pay a living wage and treat 

employees fairly, and identifying “B” corporations that have a mission to benefit 

society as well as their shareholders. 

Our conversations reflected a strong desire to act locally—making a difference in 

Central Oregon.  We also expressed our desire to support UUFCO’s existing social 

justice programs that deal with escalating inequality, including Wildcat Wizards, 

Bethlehem Inn and Jericho Table. 

Over the next 3 months, these groups will be refining their ideas, researching 

similar actions that might be underway in other communities, identifying and 

reaching out to other organizations in Central Oregon or beyond with whom UUFCO 

might collaborate, and finally developing specific proposals for actions or programs. 

In the fall, we will reconvene to review all the specific proposals, following which we 

will collectively select those actions/programs that will comprise our Project GRACE 

action agenda. 

If you were unable to attend on May 15, but would like to join this effort, please 

contact John Horwich at jphorwich@gmail.com. 

 



Social Justice Committee 
Co-hosts with  

 Common Cause Oregon 
 

"Dirty Energy and Dirty Money"  
   

June 22, 7:00 - 8:00pm 

UUFCO 

This forum is a collaboration campaign on how money in politics endangers 

environmental protection.  Our goal is to raise awareness of the impact that our 
broken campaign finance system has had on the efforts to protect the 
environment.  Last year, Common Cause Oregon brought on a team of research 

interns to analyze the efforts to pass and protect Senate Bill 324, otherwise known 
as the Clean Fuels Program, and investigate how the energy industry attempted to 

defeat it. 
 
A quick presentation of the research findings, followed by a three to four person 

discussion panel is scheduled.  The panel would include someone who worked on 
the research, someone who has advocated for environmental protections in 2015 

legislature, and one or two other activists who have been involved in both 
movements. 

 
There are five other locations that will host this event in the state -- Portland, 
Beaverton, Salem, Eugene and Ashland.  We feel honored to host this most 

important event and hope many of you will take the time to attend. 

 

Greater Community Collections (GCC) 

In June, our GCC recipient will be Oregon Natural Desert Association, or ONDA.  

Over the last 30 years, ONDA supporters have given a voice to the conservation 

needs of eastern Oregon’s high desert. Now a respected state and national leader in 

the public lands conversation, ONDA and its members remain steadfast in their 

commitment to protect, defend, and restore Oregon's high desert.  

May’s GCC was received on May 29 for CASA. The congregation’s amazing 

generosity was expressed in the sum of $1013.00. 

 
“Generosity unlocks the fullness of life.” 

 
 

Social Justice in Children's RE  

The 3-8th grade RE class is holding a can and bottle drive for the Bright Side 
Animal Shelter and the Humane Society of Bend. Donations of empty cans and 

bottles can be placed in the bin located in the Sophia Fahs RE Commons. This is the 
classrooms first social justice project using the Harry Potter curriculum! 

  



 

 

  

 Events & Announcements  

 

 

  

NUUrishment Nights Potluck 
Last One - Please Join! 

 
Wednesday, June 1 at 5:30pm  

   
All are invited to a monthly potluck dinner every first Wednesday until June 

1st.  Newcomers are especially welcomed as an opportunity to meet new people 

and share interests and questions.  Please come and join us - no RSVP required. 

 
Women's Spirit Circle 

  

June 28 at 12:00pm   
Fanny Farmer Kitchen  

  
All women are invited to attend our monthly women's Spirit Circle meeting.  June's 
theme is:  Prejudice 

 
Prejudice is learned, as well as taught to us.  It seeps into our unconscious and 

steals into our illusions of who we are and who others are.  It removes us from our 
feelings of oneness with all creation, and alienates us from ourselves as well as 

others. Although prejudice is commonplace, it is not natural.  It prevents us from 
moving naturally through our walk of life.  As we grow, we find that we can no 
longer afford to keep our prejudices. 

 
Let us share and grow together. 

 
Bring something to share for our potluck lunch and then enjoy thoughtful and lively 
conversation around this topic.  We begin at noon in Fannie Farmer kitchen. 

  
Please RSVP to Noreen Halberstadt   

 

  

 

 
 

mailto:pshnor24@yahoo.com


UUFCO Music Advisory Committee Co-Sponsors  
 

Greek Music and Dance Festival!  

 

  

Saturday, June 11 
Pete Seeger Gathering Hall    

   
Come learn traditional Greek folk dancing with Audrey Perkins Adams 
and Kumpania. Then join us for a presentation about Greek Culture by Dr. 

Tina Hovekamp. Finally, we will celebrate this beautiful culture with Greek 
food, drinks, dancing, and live music by the Nomads and featuring Portland's 

favorite Greek duo: Brett Pitner and Maria George! 

Bring family and friends to join in on the fun! All events are free!  

 

 

Schedule  
 

12:00 - 2:00 pm: Greek dance workshop taught by Kumpania Folk Dancers 

5:15 - 6:00 pm: Cultural presentation by Greek native Dr. Tina Maragou 
Hovekamp, COCC Barber Library Director 

6:00 - 9:00 pm: Open dancing with live music by the Nomads and Brett 
Pitner & Maria George, our guest Greek duo from Portland 

  

  



Social Justice Committee  
 

Sponsors 
 

"Dirty Energy and Dirty Money"  
How money in politics skews the fight against climate change... and 

how we can fix it! 
 

June 22, 7:00 - 8:30pm 

doors open at 6:30 
UUFCO 

   

 
Common Cause teamed up with environmental activists to investigate one 

question:  
How do fossil fuel companies try to buy Oregon's democracy?  
 

Now we want to share our findings with you. 
 

Join us as we go in depth to show how the energy industry tries to buy our 
elections, influence lawmakers, and prevent Oregon from confronting the 

threat of climate change 
 
We will expose: 

-Which legislators accept contributions from the fossil fuel industry 
-How do Big Oil lobbyists to try to protect their interests in Oregon 

-What tactics do they use to block reform 
 
We'll also discuss how People Power can overcome Big Money, and what we 

can do to rebalance our democracy. 
 

Featuring insights from: Nikki Roemmer from the Oregon League of 
Conservation Voters, Mike Riley from The Environmental Center, Daniel 
Lewkow from Common Cause Oregon, Dave Nelson from Central Oregon 

Move to Amend, and Moe Carrick from Moementum Inc. 
 

 

 

  

 

  

 

  



All Congregation Picnic  
Save the date!  

  
Sunday, June 26 at 12:00pm  to 3:00pm  

Shevlin Park - Aspen Shelter  
  
It's not too early to start planning for our annual all-congregation picnic at 

Shevlin Park. Will late June be too hot, too cold, or just right?  We'll have to 
wait and see. 

I'll need some help with set up and take down, planning for fun and 
challenging games (for big kids and little kids), music, and root beer 
floats.  Oh, and let's not forget the Second Annual UUFCO Potato Salad 

Contest!  One thing about Unitarian Universalists: we love to have a great 
time. We can come to service that day dressed for the picnic and make a 

mass exodus to the Park right after. We can even practice car-pooling that 
day. 

Members with last names beginning with A through L please bring a main 

dish and names beginning with M though Z bring a salad. Desert will be root 
beer floats. If you need to refrigerate your food for the picnic, there will be a 

place in the church refrigerator. A BBQ will be available at the site. We will 
furnish plates and silverware. Please feel free to invite friends.  

 
If you'd like to help with planning and making this a great event, contact me, 
Ross Hart.   

  

  

Bethlehem Inn Dinners  
Serving Your Community  

  
Thursday, June 23   

   

Make a difference and volunteer! 
  

You can prepare turkey meatloaf,  
mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables, cupcakes or 1% 
milk ... or be a server!  No experience necessary. 

  
Sign up using this link, at the Sunday sign-up table, or 

by emailing Leslie Koc.  

 

 

  

 

mailto:rjecbhart@gmail.com
http://www.volunteerspot.com/group/12177350680109
mailto:lesliekoc@gmail.com


Bend Gay Pride 2016 

June 25 at Drake Park 

Once again, UUFCO will have a booth at Bend Gay Pride. This is great way to 
stand in solidarity with our community on welcoming LGBTQ persons and 

their families. 

Sign up for a shift, or help with set up and take down.  Set up begins at 
10:00am.  Two hour shifts through 4:00 pm. 

 
Contact Aldine Thornton (aldineandbob@msn.com) to sign up or for more 

information. 
 

  

Annual UUFCO Auction 

 Saturday, September 17th UUFCO   
 

"A Wish and A Promise" 

 
"In a perfect world, we could all be proud of who we are, we could all stand 

tall with heads held high and pursue our dreams, both you and I... What a 
sense of joy we'd realize...think of what a difference we could make if 
together this vow we'd take...a wish and a promise from this day onward 

...I'll be free to live, free to love, free to give ...each of us commit to start 
anew, set aside our different points of view...we'd accept each other 

lovingly...we could all sing with just one voice..."   
 
The song, presented by UUFCO's choir in May, is so appropriate for this 

year's Service Auction theme as we move forward in our collective adventure 
in our new home. 

  
We invite you all to 'come as you are'... come as you see yourself, come as 
you saw yourself as a child, come as you want to be seen...let each of us feel 

free to be who we are, standing tall with our heads held high!  
 

While it may seem early to be thinking of what you intend to offer as an 
auction item, either for silent auction or for the live auction, it really isn't. 
Please give it your best thoughts. 

Use the attached Auction Item slip, filling out all the details, and return it to 
Jennifer Egan via email or in person. The deadline for turning in the auction 

item slips is Wednesday, August 31, to give the Auction Committee time 
to organize the catalog prior to the event. 
 

mailto:aldineandbob@msn.com
mailto:admin@uufco.org


UUFCO SERVICE AUCTION  

ITEM FORM – 2016 

Event Date September 17, 2016 

 

 

Offered by:  

Phone:  

Email:  

  

TITLE OF ITEM  

Tangible?   (    ) YES  
(winner takes it home) 

(    ) NO  
(services, events, seminars) 

  

Catalogue  

Description 
(max 35 
words – 

subject to 
editing) 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Quantity   

Item Value   

Event Date  

 

*Starting bid will usually be set between 25-40% of market value 
 
Please submit this form in person or via email to Jenn Egan at admin@uufco.org. 
 

Submission deadline is Wednesday, August 31, 2016. 
Unfortunately, we will NOT be able to take auction item submissions after this 

deadline. We apologize for any inconvenience. 
 
 

mailto:admin@uufco.org


 

  

Art at UUFCO 
  
The Art Integration Committee is pleased to announce the purchase of "The 

Shadow Girl" by member artist, Paul Bennett, as a permanent piece of art for 
UUFCO.  It is currently hanging in the foyer.  

A note from the Artist, Paul Bennett: 
 
The atomic bomb dropped on Hiroshima on August 6, 1945.  At its epicenter 

the intense heat vaporized people, leaving behind only a trace of their 
shadows on hard surfaces like concrete and stone. This graphic image lead 

to a commemorative public art project started in 1982 in Portland, Oregon 
called the Shadow Project. It included 426 cities worldwide and has 

continued annually. 

The Shadow girl tapestry was created based on a shadow I saw on a 
Portland sidewalk on August 6, 1988.  This shadow was one of many that 

had been created by volunteers in the early hours on that day as part of the 
Shadow Project. 

 I found the image to be arresting and powerful and wanted to use it in my 
own art in some way.  The figure looked like she was jumping a rope so I 
included the rope image in the border frame.  Her face is anonymous but the 

inclusion of her dress was a way to acknowledge that this was a real person 
who enjoyed wearing pretty clothes.  It is a hopeful image in that beauty and 

life can return, but it is our responsibility to find balance with our differences. 

  

Photography of Central Oregon is the next art show that will be installed 
at UUFCO.  The installation will be on June 18th.  If you or someone you 
know is interested in showing up to three pieces of their photography 

depicting Central Oregon, please contact Karen Maier for information and/or 
a contract to be completed and returned by June 11th. 

 

  

mailto:photos.timestop@gmail.com


 

 

  

Requested Donations or Volunteers 

 

 

  

Wildcat Wizards Tutoring Program 
   

Thanks to the tutors and substitutes for making our first year such a great 
success!  The school noted improvements in self confidence and benchmark 

accomplishments for the students who participated in the program.    
   

We will begin next year with a tutor training at the end of September, and 

meet with the students at the beginning of October.  Tutors work one-on-one 
with the same student for one hour each week from October through 

May, and substitutes allow for tutors to occasionally be away for travel or 
other life events.    

   

Next year we will be working to connect better with the curriculum, as well 
as making a more club like atmosphere so the kids are excited to come. We 

hope to expand from the 16 student /tutors pairs we had this year to 25 
pairs, which will better approximate the need the school has identified for 

3rd graders who need extra help.     
   
If you want to join us, or would like more information, contact Christine 

Walsh at 762cmw@gmail.com. 

 

  

Meditation Benches and Cushions 
  

We could still use some meditation benches and cushions.  Please contact 
Wendy Howard with any questions. 

  

Defibrillator Training 
   

Have you been trained and/or have experience in how to 
use a defibrillator? There is a defibrillator ready to be used 

and we need to know who might be available to use it in 
case of an emergency. Please contact Don Hartsough if you 
can help with training. 

 

 

 

mailto:762cmw@gmail.com
mailto:762cmw@gmail.com
mailto:whoward610@gmail.com
mailto:dhart@bendcable.com


 
 

 

  

Q&A from our UUFCO Community 

 

 

  

Question: When UUFCO serves lunch for events like the Annual Meeting, I 

would love it if a vegetarian option was made available.   
 

Answer: We heard you!  Apologies for not considering this 
option earlier.  As you saw from our tasty Annual Meeting 
luncheon, we served both a meat and a vegetarian 

option.  Both were GF as well.  Thanks for your feedback! 
 

We welcome your ideas!  Send them to 
communications@uufco.org or jot a note and place it in the 

dropbox at the kiosk.   

 

 

 

 

  

Adult RE Offerings in June 

 

 

  

NUUrishment Nights - JUNE 1 is our LAST POTLUCK 

POTLUCK: The first Wednesday of every month begins with a potluck - 
everyone's invited (even if you don't stay for the class)! Just bring something 
that's healthy and easy that you'd like to share with others. 

History of UUism DVD and Discussion 
Wednesday, June 1 from 7:00pm to 9:00pm 

The Hundred Year Waltz: Part VI documents the century-long courtship 
between Unitarianism and Universalism that culminated in their merger in 
1961.  It follows Unitarian Universalism through its first half century and 

discusses where it may go from here. 

Spirituality Book Club 

This book club meets the second Tuesday of each month at 5:30pm.  Please 
place these dates on your calendar:  June 14, July 12, August 9. 
 

If you are in town, please join us to deepen our spiritual practices with the 
help of fellowship and reading.  Next book is Daring Greatly by Brene 

Brown.  if you haven't finished the reading, come anyway and be inspired to 
read and practice more.  Contact Robin Slocum for more information. 

 
 

mailto:communications@uufco.org
mailto:rslocum@me.com


Yoga and Relaxation 
Wednesdays from 9:30am to 10:30am 

Daisy Layman is a teacher with our Yoga team. She has been practicing 
hatha yoga and meditation for over 15 years. She received her teaching 

certification from the Kripalu Center for Yoga and Health in Lenox, 
Massachusetts.  Daisy believes in yoga as a practice that encompasses 
the body, mind, and spirit.  Asanas are a starting point from which one 

learns body awareness and how to be present in the moment, 
eventually enabling the practitioner to enter meditative states and achieve 

greater spiritual awakening.  While physical alignment is important, it 
is more important to apply yoga, "off the mat," to one's daily life.  Her yoga 
classes focus on alignment using a variety of props, combined with an 

experiential and exploratory approach.   Come join Daisy in yoga on 
Wednesdays for May and June  

 
Dances of Universal Peace 
Sunday, June 12 from 4:30pm to 6:00pm in Linus Pauling Hall. The Dances 

celebrate the spectrum of religious and spiritual traditions through music, 
sacred phrase, unison movements, and presence. Chela Sloper, leading. All 

are welcome! 

   

ONGOING IN JUNE 

Chinese Essence Qigong - No classes in June 
Stay tuned for a special Qigong offering in July.  More information can be 

found in upcoming ACE communications. 
 

Sunday Morning Meditation 
Chandra Smith invites you to a weekly Sunday morning meditation before 
worship in the Founders Fireside at 9:00am. A brief reading begins the time 

together, followed by a short discussion after our 30 minute silent 
meditation. Questions? Email Chandra. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:lifefacilitator@uufco.org
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Good Times Activities in June 

 

 

  

Song Circle - Summer break for Nancy!  No Song Circle until Fall.  

Meets the second Sunday of the month at 2:00pm in the Pete Seeger 
gathering space.  Bring your instruments and a copy of Rise Up Singing if 

you have it.  We sing from 2:00pm until 4:00pm.  Contact Nancy Stevens 
541-388-0500. 
  

Writing Group 
Meets upstairs at Dudley's Book Store from 12:00pm to 2:00pm on June 8 

and June 22.  Contact:  Karen Maier: photos.timestop@gmail.com.  
  

Card Night 
Jim and Becky Dobrowski's on June 11 at 6:30. 
Contact: Jim.dobrowski@gmail.com   

 
Movie Night 

Movie night will be held on June 24 at 6:30pm in Linus Pauling Hall.  Watch 
for the ACE for this month's selection.  
  

UU Knitters - We are on summer break - see you in the fall! 
  

Paddling Group  
Come cruise the local waters led by experienced UUFCO kayakers and 
canoeists.  All abilities welcome - boats can be provided if needed.  Trips 

start in early May.  Contact Duncan Brown 
duncan.brown.97702@gmail.com.  

  
Hiking Group 
June 9:  Tumalo Falls led by Sue Schumacher 

June 18:  Twin Bridges led by Kathleen Harrington 
June 23:  Wychus Portal Trail with Mayme and Bill Trumble 

 
Contact Karen Maier photos.timestop@gmail.com to be added to the email 
list or if you need more details on the hikes above.    

  
Circle Supper 

Scheduled for June 17.  Sign up at the kiosk in the Gathering Hall. Contact 
Pam Wilson for more information, psw369@yahoo.com. 
 

 

mailto:photos.timestop@gmail.com
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Happy Birthday to....YOU! 

 

 

  

Susie Hickman Cole Leonard Max Beason 

Dick Falxa David Paulsmeyer Chris Atkin 

Marean Jordan Wendy Howard Marty Rudolph 

Leslie Koc Doug Mercer Rosann Stevenson 

 

 

 

   

   
 

 

 

  

Joys and Sorrows 

 

 

  

These bits of news from our members and friends were first shared at a 
Sunday morning service, and, with permission, shared more broadly here. 

"Joy for Ed Endsley's life whose memorial was here at UUFCO.  And a huge 
thank you for the kind services of Judy Paulsmeyer, Aaron Coe and Jenn 
Egan." 

Annis Henson 

"Concern for Alberta's evacuees - especially for the mothers there and the 

fire fighters."  
Annis Henson 

"Please hold Chris and Ellen Atkin in your thoughts.  Chris is doing better and 

the celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary recently!" 
Nancy Stevens 



 



 


