
Services are held at 10:30 am at 61980 Skyline Ranch Road, Bend 97703 

UUFCO: 541-385-3908   www.uufco.org  P.O. Box 428, Bend, OR 97709-0428  
 

  UUNEWS September 2015      
   Theme:  promise/risk September 2015 Services  

Sunday 
September 6 
10:30 am  

“Hiking with Antelope: Saving a Planet” ~ Alice Elshoff, Lay Leader 

Three women trek from the Sheldon Antelope Refuge in Nevada and end up at the Hart 
Mountain Refuge in Oregon, coming home with insights into the adaptations of nature, 
reflections on why they took this journey, and brimming with inspiration on how we all can 
exercise our citizenship for the betterment of the planet.  The presentation will highlight 
poetry and photos of the desert, speaking to our 7th Principle of Unitarian Universalism 
that affirms our respect for the interdependent web of all existence.  

Sunday  
September 13 
10:30 am 
  

“The Promise of This Moment” ~ Rev. Antonia Won, Minister 

The first day of school, the first kiss, the first baby – we place high hopes and expectations 
on the changes that our firsts, our beginnings, our new starts represent. Yet many times 
our new starts are foiled by our patterns and expectations. As summer winds to and end 
and fall brings a new season and new church calendar, we’ll reflect on our power to meet 
change hopefully and faithfully. 

Sunday 
September 20 
10:30 am 

“Prophets, Prophecies and Promises” ~ Rev. Antonia Won, Minister 

In stormy times, we promise children that things will “be all right”, while prophets often prophesy 
that things will go wrong. What we promise depends on whose view of the future we listen to, 
what we hope for, looking ahead, and what we commit to. 

Sunday 
September 27 
10:30 am 

“Shame’s Redemption” ~ Rev. Antonia Won, Minister 

Often the most powerful motives for keeping a promise arises from the guilt or shame of a 
lesson well learned. Shame is a painful experience and as UUs, avoiding shame is part of 
our theological history. Does that mean we should exempt ourselves from ever having to 
face it? Or is it possible to find spiritual wisdom there? 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Saturday, September 26  
8:30 am to 1:00 pm All-Congregation Workshop    (lunch provided) 
 1:00 – 2:00 pm Congregational Leadership 
 2:00 – 3:00 pm Board and Shared Ministries 
 
Sunday, October 18   
Noon to 4:00 pm  All-Congregation Workshop    (lunch provided) 

 

http://www.uufco.org/
http://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe/principles




 

 

 

The Reverend’s Reflections 

UUFCO has been going 
through many 

changes. Barely more than a decade has 
passed since the first minister was hired, 
quarter time, and that soon grew to full-time. 
Now, another few years later, UUFCO is in a 
building that can accommodate its traditional 
activities and more. Lots of people are 
coming through the doors and sticking 
around. 

It’s rewarding to all the visionaries who 
nurtured and toiled for the dream of serving 
the community in a larger way that so many 
are finding meaning and hope at UUFCO. And 
more people means that we are a more di-
verse congregation – good and healthy thing.   

In the past, most of UUFCO’s newcomers 
were UUs moving to Bend and finding a 
replacement congregation for one 
somewhere else. While this is still true, many 
(perhaps most) newcomers through the 
doors today are new to UUism, and often 
new to faith community, fellowship or 
church. It’s both uplifting and challenging. 
The enthusiasm people have for UUism as 
they learn what it is gives me and many of 
you joy.  The challenge is that diversity brings 
a wider range of needs, desires, questions 
and perspectives. No one can rely on 
assumptions about what will or won’t work 
as it did before at UUFCO. 

It’s a bit as if the fellowship is transforming 
from a little lifeboat for like-minded liberals – 
and nothing wrong with that – to a 
seaworthy vessel capable of being a mother 
ship and spiritual home to many different 
people seeking a wider range of 
meaningfulness. It’s more complex – and 
nothing wrong with that either. 

Learning how to manage in a larger 
congregation seems a bit like learning to sail 
a ship when one is used to rowing a boat. 

One knows a lot about the water and the 
basics of boats, but there are limits to how 
big a rowboat can get and still be efficient. 
Sailing ships transformed the world, after all.  
We are learning how interdependent we 
must be to work as a team like the crew of a 
sailboat – what the various parts of the 
sailing system are and their function, who’s 
responsible for which, how to communicate 
between moving parts and how it can all 
work as a dynamic in the midst of the 
changing winds and seas. In short, it’s more 
complicated and you have to trust your 
teammates but you eventually get the hang 
of it, and together you can reach new 
horizons not possible in a rowboat. 

This year as we continue to learn how to sail 
this larger vessel together, we’ll think about 
our new horizons as we seek to renew and 
refine our purpose as UUFCO. Where do we 
want to go as a new team on a new ship? 
What do we aspire to be and to do in this 
new capacity, with this new potential as a 
community? What is our vision of the world 
that we can now begin sailing towards?  

As part of a congregational process to define 
UUFCO’s purpose, I hope you will be part of 
two workshops this fall (September 26 and 
October 18;  see page 14.), regardless of how 
long you have been part of UUFCO. This is a 
whole-team effort and these sessions will be 
facilitated by two wonderful, experienced UU 
facilitators. These will be followed by other 
opportunities to clarify our common passions 
and commitments through the winter as we 
determine what horizon of hope we wish to 
steer the good ship UUFCO towards in the 
cause of a more compassionate and healthy 
world. Please join in. That’s what UUFCO is 
here for. 
 

Rev. Antonia Won 



 

 

The President’s Perspective 
Greetings Everyone, 

Although fall normally signals 
the harvesting time of the year and a time of 
slowing as we prepare for the quietness of 
winter, we find here at UUFCO that we are 
poised on a time of expansiveness and the 
opening of new opportunities. Reflecting over 
the summer when churches normally 
experience a slowdown, UUFCO was challenged 
and excited to gear up to the interest of new 
visitors and members.  Attendance has been 
strong at worship, the numbers of children 
continues to grow in RE and committees have 
been hard at work. We are facing the fall then 
with exciting new opportunities to use our New 
Home ourselves and how we can reach out and 
serve the larger community. The new space 
continues to support our enthusiasm and zest 
for creating the congregational community that 
we envision.  This then is the perfect time to 
enter into a Mission Renewal Process, where 
we can articulate what is deeply important to us 
as a congregation to help shape our actions in 
the future.  

Some folks have worked with mission 
statements, but many of us have heard these 
words but have not had experience with this 
process either personally or in an organization.  I 
would like to share a story of how I formulated 
my personal mission statement about 15 years 
ago. The personal mission process began by 
examining how I see the world; what is at the 
center of the core of my life. I wrote down my 
roles as I saw them.  I was actively working in 
hospice services. I was a parent with two teens 
at home and two young adults out of the home.  
I had a long term marriage that was strong. I 
wrote down words that described my values and 
what was important to me. I had many notes, 
some poems and I had my journal writing.  I also 

had conversations with others going through 
this process.  I had lists, and phrases and 
paragraphs, yet I knew that it couldn’t be too 
wordy or long.  I also wanted my personal 
mission statement to last.    

After several sessions of inner work and 
reviewing my notes I drafted some sentences.  
My concluding mission statement turned out to 
be:  I nurture and support the emotional and 
spiritual development of myself and others (with 
grace).  The statement was affirmative and 
strong and it resonated with me. I looked at my 
life roles and felt coherence in what I said and 
how I was living.  I added “with grace” at the 
end a few years later when I reviewed my 
mission statement and noticed that I needed to 
soften my sometimes too strong energy and to 
listen more carefully both to myself and to 
others. This mission statement has served me 
well.  It helps me align my actions with my sense 
of purpose, and it aids me in my decision making 
process. It is still relevant today. 

We will be undertaking a similar but 
congregationally based Mission Renewal 
Process this fall. It should reflect elements of 
collective values and spiritual intentions.  This is 
a rich opportunity to share with others in our 
congregation about what is important to you at 
UUFCO and what is valuable for you in your own 
spiritual formation.   We will get to know one 
another in a new way and discover what we 
have in common.  We will also learn how we are 
different.  Together we will help formulate our 
mission which will help guide and shape our 
future.  Please save the dates of September 26 
and October 18.  

We have sacred and important work ahead of 
us.  

Wendy Howard 

President of the Board of Trustees 2015-16 
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Events & Announcements 
 

Information about the Talent Show – how to sign up… 
It’s time for the Annual UUFCO Talent Show! This year is going to be greater than ever before as 
this is the first year we are performing in our new home!  And this year our Talent Show event 
includes a Dessert Potluck.  (Please bring your favorite dessert to share.) 
 

As for the show itself: 

• Please limit your submissions to one per person or group. We have SO MANY talented 
members we would like to give everyone a chance to shine. 

 

• Email Debbie Leonard to submit your act.  In your email please include the following: 
Name of the performer/group 
Title of your performance 
Song title and artist (if needed) 

 

• Please let us know if you have instruments that need amplification or if you have pre-
recorded music for your performance. 

 

Acts are accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. If possible, please limit your performance to 
four minutes or less. (Dress rehearsal for performers will be Friday evening, September 18 from 
5:00 pm.)  

 

 

Women’s Spirit Circle ~ Tuesday, September 22 ~ noon to 2:00pm 
 

Please join us, the fourth Tuesday 
each month, from 12:00-2:00 pm 
for Women's Spirit Circle. 

We begin in the Fannie Farmer Kitchen with a 
pot luck lunch, followed by meaningful 
conversation. 
 
We promise one another that what is spoken 
in the circle, stays in the circle. 
 

The topic for September is "Messages in the 
Air".  Conscious living involves becoming 
sensitive to the messages coming to you every 
day, as well as becoming sensitive to the 
messages you're putting out into the world. 
"All that we are arises with our thoughts." 
- Buddha 

 
Contact Noreen with any questions and to RSVP: 
Noreen Halberstadt. 

 
 

UUFCO’s Annual Talent Show 

Saturday, September 19 

mailto:admin@uufco.org
mailto:admin@uufco.org


 
Serving Your Community: Bethlehem Inn Dinner  
September 24, 2015 

Bethlehem Inn Dinner 
Thursday, September 24, 2015 

Choose a volunteer opportunity! 
Turkey meatloaf, mashed potatoes, mixed vegetables,  

cupcakes or 1% milk … or be a server … or both! 
No previous experience is needed. 

 

Sign up using this link, at the Sunday sign-up table, or by emailing Leslie Koc. 
 

 
 
Fiber Arts Show 
 
The Art Integration 

Committee would like to invite talented fiber 
artists to display one or two pieces of their 
original art in our next show to be installed 
October 13.  The selection by the Art Committee 
will be based on space and variety.  (Delivery of 
work will occur the morning of October 13 
between 10:00 am and noon.  If your piece(s) is 
not selected, it will need to be picked up later 
that day.)  If you are interested in submitting 
your work, select one or two pieces of your art 
and prepare them to hang on the devices that 
are installed in the building.   
 

This show is open to the community but will 
only be advertised in the UUNews (UUFCO 
newsletter) and ACE initially depending on 
responses we receive. 
 
Send digital photos along with dimensions to 
Karen Maier. Request a contract/application 
that will be emailed to you; when completed, 
mail to the Art Integration Committee, Attn. 
Fiber Arts Show, UUFCO, 61980 Skyline Ranch 
Road, Bend, Oregon 97703.  We will make labels 
for your pieces.  Please contact us with any 
questions you may have. 

Feature:  Meet Your Board of Trustees 
 
Our Fellowship Year (FY 2015-16) began July 1 with the new slate of our Board of Trustees assuming – or 
continuing – office.  Here’s a little information to help you get better acquainted. 
 
Wendy Howard – President 

I have been a member of UUFCO since 1990.  I have to smile when I remember being 
President of the Board 20 years ago.  We probably had about 30 members, no full 
time minister and no building.  I joined initially to find a spiritual home for my 
children.  I have stayed because UUFCO is my spiritual home.   Professionally I am a 
social worker, yoga teacher, and mentor.  Personally I am a parent of 4 adult children 
and two grandchildren.  Top four loves of my life are hiking , learning Spanish, travel, 
and of course, my husband, Bob Barber.   
 

http://www.volunteerspot.com/group/12177350680109
mailto:admin@uufco.org
mailto:admin@uufco.org
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Mark Hickman – Vice President 
I think of myself as a fairly “linear” person, yet my path through life has been 
anything but linear. My first degree was in music education and performance. My 
first jobs were in sales and home building. Then I went back to school for an 
engineering degree, and worked for Hewlett Packard developing printers, while 
raising two children with my wife Susie.  Our relationship with churches included 
Methodist, Unity, Presbyterian, and Unitarian.  After retiring from HP and moving 
to Bend, we found UUFCO, and have been increasingly engaged and impressed with 
this community of people.  I started with choir involve-ment, have been leading the 
IT team, and am a part of the Sunday Volunteer Ad Hoc committee and serve on 
the Music Advisory committee.  I am looking forward to the next three years of serving this ever 
changing community. 
 
Dick Barber – Treasurer 

I joined UUFCO a little over four years ago after retiring to Bend from the San 
Francisco area.  My wife and I quickly discovered a special place that offered great 
comfort when she passed last year.  My working career was split between banking 
and the newspaper business.  My last 17 years were in the dark of night overseeing 
the delivery of many papers – a perfect job that had no bosses and I was able to be 
at home with my young daughter for those years.  I have enjoyed being Treasurer for 
two years and look forward to the next exciting two.  We have formed a Finance 
Committee that works hard to produce sound budgets while providing funds for the 
many necessary programs.   We have a bright future. 

 
Greg Holmberg –Board Member At Large, Facility Liaison 

Professionally, I folded my engineering degree into a career of technical sales and 
management in Philadelphia.  In 2000 Toni Colotte and I were married in a service 
performed by our UU Congregation in Devon, PA. Soon after we moved to Cave Creek, 
Arizona and became active in the UU Congregation of Phoenix.  I was fortunate to serve 
on several committees at UUCP (Audio/Visual, Universal Access Committee [the planning 
group for the church’s new construction], the Search Committee (the committee’s 
efforts resulted in a new call minister, Susan Frederick Gray), and a stint on the UUCP 
Board.  We moved to Bend in 2013 and joined UUFCO.  I have served on the CTAC (the 
Construction Technical and Advisory Committee) for our New Home and currently volunteer on the 
Count Committee and Chair the Facility Systems Committee.  UUFCO is my beloved community.   
 
Judy Hurlburt – Board Member At Large 

I found UUFCO in fall 2011 after moving from Anchorage, Alaska to Bend.  I followed my 
daughter, Joy, to Oregon where she has attended the U of O.  I’d retired from a career 
in teaching, supervision and curriculum design.  After retiring I started my own business 
as a business consultant/trainer and adoption consultant, helping place over 250 
children in permanent homes.  Then there are the eight summers I owned and operated 
a commercial set net salmon fishing permit in Bristol Bay.  I currently teach part-time at 
COCC and continue part-time with my own business as a coach/trainer, and consultant.  
I’d heard about UUFCO from several sources and when I attended that fall, I 

immediately felt welcomed and at home.  I joined the Fellowship in late 2012 or early 2013.  I have served 
on the Committee on Ministries (COM), served as Chair of the Committee for hiring the RE Director, sung 
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in the choir, and joined the Board last summer.  I was pleased to serve as Chair of the New Home 
Dedication Committee and help launch our Fellowship on its continuing journey of providing a welcoming, 
thought-provoking, committed spiritual community.   
 

Larry Price – Past President 
I grew up in a church that was jointly affiliated with Unitarian Universalism and the 
United Church of Christ.  I have been an active member of UU congregations since 
1978 in Oak Park and Hinsdale, Illinois, and now Central Oregon.  In that time, I have 
served on Membership, Finance, and Social Action committees and on boards, 
including periods as Treasurer and as President.  Professionally I am a physicist, 
focused on the frontiers of the physics of elementary particles.  I was part of the 
(large) team that discovered the Higgs boson in 2012, the previously missing link to 
completing the Standard Model of particle physics. I moved from Illinois to Central 
Oregon gradually after 2009, when my wife Sandy passed away.  We have two sons 
and three grandchildren.  Martha Lussenhop and I had the privilege, in July 2015, of being the first couple 
married in UUFCO’s New Home, with Rev. Antonia officiating. 
 
Kathy Day – Board Member At Large, Personnel Liaison 

I joined UUFCO (a congregation of about 55 members), with my husband Stephen Day, 
in May 2005.  In July 2005 I was asked by Board members Don Hartsough and Frank 
Arnold to be the part-time office staff, i.e., Administrative Assistant, replacing 
Christine Boyer who took a full-time position in the community.  As the congregation 
grew I was named Congregational Administrator; I retired in July 2010 and the position 
was split into two:  Bookkeeper and Administrator.  Since 2005 I have served on a 
number of committees:  Finance/Budget, Personnel, Stewardship, Caring, Rev. 
Heather Starr’s ordination committee, the Sunday Volunteer Ad Hoc Committee, and 
until 2010, as ex officio on the UUFCO Board.  I have a degree in Business Education 

from Sacramento State and an MBA from the University of Arkansas.  My career was divided over the 
years between teaching and business:  teaching high school, vocational school, community college, and 
university; and accounting and office management positions in a variety of corporations across the 
country, as well as my own business.  In this second year of my two-year term as Board Member-at-large 
for Personnel, I’m looking forward to working with Rev. Antonia and the Board as we plan and organize 
with and for our growing congregation, discovering what UUFCO’s role will be in the Central Oregon 
community. 
 

Sue Clarke – Recording Secretary   
Ron and I began attending Indianapolis area UU churches 35 years. We both wanted 
our daughter and son to meet other families raising their children with the same values 
we felt were important.  During those years we volunteered on many diverse church 
committees. Meanwhile my career in public education ranged from kindergarten 
through high school—both teaching and administrative positions. Our adult children’s 
moves to Oregon brought us to Bend upon retirement. On our first Sunday here six 
years ago we visited UUFCO and have been attending ever since. Having our five 
grandsons in Eugene and Portland provides endless entertainment, mischief, and 
amazement. Some of my favorite activities include reading, hiking, attempting to 
garden in the high desert, dabbling at art and writing, sampling Oregon wines and craft beers, and giving 
thanks daily for mountains, sunshine, and new friends. 
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Committee Reports 
 
Ad Hoc Committee on Sunday Volunteers: 
Progress Report 
~ Bob Barber 

 
This month members of the third Volunteer 
Team, Team C, will organize to cover the 
Sundays in September. Bob Barber will help 
coordinate. A UUFCO Ad Hoc Committee on 
Sunday Volunteers was formed in May and 
created a team structure within the 
congregation to provide 13 volunteers each 
Sunday, who will welcome and greet visitors and 
congregants, usher, staff the Activities Table, 
make coffee, and afterwards, put the coffee 
tables away and run the dishwasher. To this 
end, the congregation was divided into six 
teams of around 50 people each. These groups 
include all UUFCO congregants—members, 
friends, spouses, and newcomers who want to 
be included 
 

Of course, we welcome anyone to go to the 
UUFCO website (uufco.org, choose "Get 
Involved") to check which volunteer positions 
are open for any upcoming Sunday (choose 
"Volunteering", then Volunteer Spot) and just 
jump right in! If you would like to receive a copy 
of those in your group, please contact Kathy 
Day. If all goes according to plan, the next two 
teams will be organized to cover October and 
November. If you would like more details about 
this, please contact one of the Ad Hoc 
Committee members: Judy Hurlburt, Kathy Day, 
Mark Hickman, Bob Barber, Jenn Egan, Bill 
Morris and Rev. Antonia; or talk to one of the 
volunteers on Sunday. Thanks to all of you who 
have been, are, or will be a Sunday volunteer--
we couldn't do it without you! 
 

 

 
 
The Adult Religious Exploration  

 

Current offerings…. 
 

YOGA AND RELAXATION 
 

Wednesday mornings through September 9:30 - 
10:30 am; Wendy Howard, leading.  Wear 
comfortable clothing, and bring your own mat. 
Blocks, straps and blankets will be provided.  
Please RSVP if planning to attend:  Wendy 
Howard (541-385-3908). 

 

SUNDAY MORNING MEDITATION  
 9:00 – 10:00am 

Chandra Smith invites you to join them in the 
Founders Fireside Room (front corner of the RE 
area) every Sunday morning at 9:00am.  Bring 
your cushion or a chair and sit with us.  A brief 
reading begins the time together, followed by a 
short discussion after our 30 minute silent 
meditation. For questions, call Chandra (541-
385-3908). 

 

Your ordinary acts of love and hope 

point to the extraordinary promise 
that every human life is of inestimable value. 

~ Desmond Tutu 

mailto:admin@uufco.org
mailto:admin@uufco.org
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The Care Committee 
~ Andy Barss, Co-Chair 

 
 Sue Adams, a UU member 
from Redmond, recently 
contacted the Care Committee 

to share information about the Closed Caption 
Phone Service. With her permission we are 
passing her comments along so others in the 
congregation can benefit from this service: 
 
“I have used this service as have other UU’s. 
People who wear hearing aids will most likely 
qualify for this free closed caption phone 
service.  Sometimes people with hearing loss 
don’t feel that they need this but I have found 
it very helpful. It’s like having a free land line. 
It’s helpful when you misplace your cell 
phone and it will help when you need to call 
out or have lost your cell phone. It is a very 
good thing because it has a contact if we need a 
phone number, or help when we need to call 
out.  I’ll talk to anyone who would like more 
information”. 
 
Contact Sue if you want to talk with her about 
this free service. The website for the National 
Association for the Deaf (nad.org) has useful 
information about CTS (Captioned Telephone 

Service). It is worth checking out this site to get 
more details about how this free service works.  
 
Thank you, Sue, for sharing this information. 
One of the very best ways for the Care 
Committee to learn about community resources is 
to hear about them from others in our 
congregation. We invite anyone to stop by the Care 
Table on Sunday, or connect with us by e-mail 
at carecommittee@uufco.org to tell us about 
programs and services you would recommend.  We 
will share the information with the congregation 
through resource materials we are currently 
developing for the Care Committee Table, the 
minister, and the library. 
 
If you want to be contacted by a Care Coordinator 
please fill out a request form found on the Care 
Table on Sunday mornings, call the office at 541-
385-3908, or email your request to 

carecommittee@uufco.org to request assistance.  
 

If you are interested in occasionally helping out 
on this team, please contact either Ginny or 
Andy or fill out a yellow Care Committee 
Outreach form available on the Sunday Care 
Table.

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New!  The Flower Team 
 

 
 

Warmest Wishes for Happy September Birthdays to: 

Peter Pauga Val Gervais Kathy Shaker 
Chela Sloper Grace Kennedy Phil Miscovich 
Helen Seidler Clara McClane Tyne Way 

 Ella Leonard  
   

 Many happy returns! 

 

mailto:admin@uufco.org
mailto:carecommittee@uufco.org
mailto:carecommittee@uufco.org
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Recognize or Celebrate a Special Event or Person  
    with Sunday Service FLOWERS! 
 
You now have an opportunity to 
sign up as a flower provider for 
any Sunday between now and 

next August.  You may also designate your 
donation of flowers to a special life event or 
person, or in memory of someone who was 
important in your life.   
 
A new UUFCO “Flower Team” will make it easy 
for you to provide flowers for the altar table at a 
Sunday service and also, if desired, to have them 
designated in a meaningful way.  Your name and 
any dedication will be printed on the screen 
with other announcements.  You may also 
prepare a Joy or Sorrow card that specifies the 
event that you are celebrating, or the name of 
the individual you are remembering if the 
flowers are given as a memorial.    
 

On September 6 and 13 during Coffee & 
Conversation, Flower Team members Susanne 
Watkins, Liz Dougherty or Martha Lussenhop 
will display a poster that includes information 
and a place to sign up for a Sunday during the 
upcoming church year.  (September Sundays are 
already filled!)  To avoid any duplication, the 
flower provider spot is being withdrawn from 
the online sign-up, Volunteer Spot.  The sign-up 
poster will be available during the week on the 
bulletin board outside the Olympia Brown 
Center. 
 
You may also sign up by emailing or calling a 
member of the Flower Team. 
 
Flowers will always be welcome, whether or not 
they are designated in some way, and may come 
from your garden or your favorite store or 
market. 

 

 
Joys and Sorrows 
These bits of news from our members and friends – reflecting light and heavy hearts – were first 
shared at a Sunday morning service (or submitted to the office), with permission to be shared 
more broadly here.   
 

 Joanne Willson wrote:  “Jim and I appreciate the many cards, flowers, phone calls, books, 
visits, and warm thoughts sent to us this past month.  Thank you all so very, very much.  I have 
(had) an appointment with a specialist in chemotheraphy on August 20 to discuss my treatment 
plan.”   

 Dick & Diana Pond:  “Our grandson, Dexter, and his father are living in their pastor’s basement. Bend 
(his father) was evicted as his rent was increased by $300 in his new lease. The problem is chronic in 
Bend.” 

 Bob Barber & Wendy Howard have a joy: “Our 16 year old granddaughter has created a 
beautiful ‘manga’ style (a la Japanese cartoons) coloring book. What an artist she is!  (The book is 
for sale.)”  

 Grace Kennedy & Max Merrill have a great joy to share. “Our son Pete, and his fiancée Casey were 
married August 15 in a wonderful ceremony at Camp Tamarck near Suttle Lake. Many family and friends 
were there to celebrate this most joyous event.”  
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  Virlene Arnold shared, “Remembering Frank Arnold who would have been 82 today (August 
23). He began almost every morning reading or writing poetry. William Stafford was one of his 
favorites.” 

  Chela Sloper: “Celebrating my mom's life today: Eleanore Sloper. She took flight this morning (August 
23) with the dawn, lifted up on all the love and prayers she drew to herself. Yes, there is sorrow but also 
joy for a full and love-filled life. Thanks to all who have shared their good wishes and support with me.” 

 

 
Membership Team 
~ Marty Rudolph  

 
We are thrilled that the 

summer months have brought so many visitors 
to our fellowship. If you are new and want to 
learn more about UU and our congregation, or 
are interested in becoming a member, here are 
the two upcoming classes that may be of 
interest. 

Sunday September 27: “New2UU” focuses on 
the history of Unitarian Universalism, the 
evolution of the UU faith tradition, the beliefs, 
principles and purposes, and what being a 
member of the congregation means. Led by Rev. 
Antonia Won, this is an opportunity to meet our 
dynamic minister and ask lots of questions. 

Sunday October 4: “UUFCO 101” focuses on our 
Central Oregon congregation, its history, 
mission, programs, and ways to volunteer and 
connect with this growing congregation. 

Both classes provide information about 
becoming a member of the fellowship. 

Membership is not required to participate in 
most of our activities and whether new or a 
familiar face, we welcome your continued 
involvement, regardless of what you decide 
about membership.  

Classes are held after Sunday service around 
12:00 until about 2:00. A light lunch will be 
served and childcare will be provided as needed. 

If you are interested in attending either or both 
of these classes contact Mayme Trumble/ (541-
385-3908); please also let Mayme know if you 
would like childcare.  

And in the meantime, be sure and check out our 
website at www.uufco.org.  

Sincerely, 

The Membership Team 

 

 
 

 

Religious Exploration for Children & Youth 
 

The summer is winding down 
and the school years will be starting soon! This 
means that in RE we will be starting our fall 
curriculum, it also means we need volunteers 
for Sunday mornings. With the large influx of 
children and youth in our program it is more 
important than ever that UUFCO establishes a 
core group of volunteers for the children and 
youths religious exploration program. I want to 

answer two questions you may have in your 
mind about what it means to be an RE 
volunteer here at UUFCO.  

What am I signing up for when I volunteer? 
When you sign up to volunteer in RE, you are 
signing up to be an assistant. Shannon and I are 
the lead teachers in both classrooms so we 
work on the lesson throughout the week and 

mailto:admin@uufco.org
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are in touch with our volunteers about what 
the lesson will look like.  On Sunday’s you are 
assisting, I ask you come a little early to service 
so we can check in and I can go over the plan 
for the class. During class time you will be there 
to help with projects, engage in discussion with 
the children and youth and connecting with the 
children and youth in our congregation. 

How can I volunteer this year in RE? It’s pretty 
simple, I have a volunteer sheet you fill out so 
we can do a background check and then you 
just sign up for the dates you would like to 
assist in the classroom! 

As some of you know, I grew up Unitarian 
Universalist and attended RE until I was 18. I 
had such meaningful bonds with the teachers 
that worked with me and it was comforting to 
know adults in the congregation. The 
experiences I had in my RE program in Illinois 
helped shape who I am and how I want to help 

the world and our community. After the age of 
18 I took a short break from attending church, 
but when I started up again a year later at 
UUFCO, I began assisting in RE instead of sitting 
in service most times. I never thought I was 
missing out on services, I felt just as fulfilled 
working with the children and youth of the 
congregation. Making sure they felt like this 
church was a safe and welcoming space for 
them, like it is for many of us. I urge you to 
think about volunteering this year in RE, even if 
it is just once. I see beautiful things happening 
for this church’s RE program, but they need the 
love and support of everyone to make that 
happen. 

In faith and love, 
Ayla Halberstadt,  
Director of Religious Exploration   
541-385-3908

 
 
 
Shared Ministries Committee 
~Marean Jordan

 
Summer has been a surprisingly busy time for 
our congregation with many visitors, a growing 
community of children in our Religious 
Exploration program, Good Times activities 
galore, a labyrinth taking shape, and a summer 
picnic at our very own picnic spot. We are 
enjoying the spaciousness and possibilities 
offered by our beautiful new home, and new 
members and friends are bringing their 
experiences, energy, and fresh ideas into our 
dynamic community. It feels like we are truly a 
new congregation in our new building. 
 
Our architects and dedicated New Home 
committees planned a building that would 

 
reflect our UU and UUFCO values and embody 
our dreams for the future. And here we are! 
With that solid foundation grounding us, it is 
time for us all—old members, new members, 
friends—to dream together and begin to shape 
our values and aspirations into a sense of 
mission that will guide us into the future. What 
is our larger purpose as a community? Who do 
we aspire to be?  
 
The Shared Ministries Committee is hard at 
work planning for a two-part series of all-
congregation workshops that we are 
provisionally calling “Building Our Future 
Together.” The first workshop on Saturday, 
September 26 from 8:30 am to 1 pm, will give 
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us all the opportunity to share our stories about 
why we’re here, learn about the history of 
UUFCO, and explore the values, strengths, and 
passions that bring us together. The second 
workshop, to be held after the service on 
Sunday, October 18 from noon to 4 pm, will be 
a time for us to explore our vision for the future 
and begin to shape a statement of mission that 
will guide our future direction.  
 

Please mark your calendar and bring your voice 
and ideas into these important conversations. 
You can RSVP to Ellen Mercer for the 
workshops or sign up at Sunday services. 
Because the workshop content is connected we 
strongly recommend that you participate in 
both workshops, but if you can’t come to both, 
come to one. A light lunch will be provided at 
each session and there will be childcare. 

 

 
Social Justice Working Group 
 
 

Greater Community Collection 

August’s Gift to FAN: Family Access Network 

Our total offering to the Family Access 
Network on August 30 was a remarkable 
$1,012.75!  In addition, since our guest speaker 
that Sunday was from Habitat for Humanity, a 
gift totaling $75.00 was collected for Habitat as 
well!   

Escalating Inequality:  Study & Action Issue 

UUFCO is embracing the call from the Unitarian 
Universalist Association to engage in a multi-
year program on the expanding gap in income, 
well-being and opportunity in the United 
States.  Over the next two years, UUFCO will 
approach this issue through education, 
reflection and action.  This effort will reach 
across a variety of UUFCO programs, including 
Sunday Services, Adult RE and Children’s RE.  It 
will include multiple alternative forums: Sunday 
Services, lectures/panels, large discussion 
groups, small discussion groups, movies/videos, 
books/articles. 

Please keep an eye out for further details on 
upcoming activities in the UU News and visit 
the Escalating Inequality display table in Pete 
Seeger Gathering Hall – starting in September – 
calling attention to upcoming UUFCO activities, 
related community activities, and ways to 
become better informed on the topic, including 
book and article recommendations. 

UUFCO has established an Escalating Inequality 
Steering Committee to lead UUFCO’s 
study/action on this issue.  If you are interested 
in helping to lead this effort, contact John 
Horwich, Chair, Escalating Inequality Steering 
Committee (541-385-3908). 

Join a Fundraiser Walk for NAMI 

One of our 2014 GCC recipients was Central 
Oregon NAMI (National Alliance on Mental 
Illness). UUFCO Members Dick and Diana Pond 
invite you to walk with them on Saturday, 
September 19 in the “Five-K Road to Recovery” 
benefit walk.  For questions, contact Diana.  

 

mailto:admin@uufco.org
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Good Times Activities for September 
 

The information for these activities can be found on the UUFCO website calendar.  If 
you have an event you’d like to plan, or have information about something already in 
the works, please contact Karen Maier at 541-385-3908.   
 

Bi-Weekly Writing group meets every other 
Wednesday from 12-2:00 pm (September 2, 
16, and 30) upstairs at Dudley’s Book Store and 
Café. Join us! There is no requirement to bring 
or read any of your writings.  Contact Shera 
Hunn Felde if you have any questions: 541-385-
3908. 
 

Family Cooking Night:  Come together for a 
back-to-school Family Cooking Night, whipping 
up build-your-own tacos on Friday, September 
11.  We gather at 4:00 pm and wrap up no later 
than 8:00pm. Please contact Jenn Egan (541-
385-3908) to find out more, and so she'll have 
your contact info, too! 
 
Card Night will take place this month, but date 
TBD.  Contact Jim & Becky Dobrowski (541-385-
3908) for more information.  No experience 
necessary. 
 

Hiking Group will continue hikes every other 
week.  Places and times have not been decided 
yet.  For more information or to be included on 
the email list, contact Karen Maier (541-385-
3908). 

 

Circle Supper will be held on September 25 at 
6:00 pm. Please sign up at the Activities Table 
on Sundays and you will be contacted by the 
host.  If you are able to host please let us know.  
Contact Pam Wilson for more information: 
541-385-3908.   
 

Kayak Group:  A hardy group of paddlers enjoys 
a water excursion virtually every Wednesday 
morning.  Duncan Brown has assumed being 
the primary contact (541-385-3908) if you’d like 
to be on the contact list. (If you’d like to go out 
paddling and don’t have a kayak, Duncan and 
Lyn have spares.) 
 
Camping Group: Our UUFCO campers are 
planning a fall camp out at the Farewell Bend 
Campground from October 8-12. This is in the 
Rogue River drainage near Union Creek.  There 
are also cabins and rooms available at the 
Union Creek Resort for those not inclined to 
camp. John and Nan Williamson, who recently 
moved to Grants Pass, will be joining us there 
on the October 9-10. All are welcome.   
 

 

 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 
 

Please leave your printer ink and toner cartridges in the donation box located in the coat 
closet.  (Each recycled item brings in a $2 reward which can later be spent on office supplies.)  Please 
contact Diana Pond if you have questions about the cartridge recycling project.  Chela reports that this 
month a box of No. 2 pencils and a couple additional dry erase marker sets were purchased for RE, a 
ream of gray paper was purchased for our visitor envelopes – all from our “Cartridge Cash”.   
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