Services are held at 11:00 am at the Old Stone Church, 157 NW Franklin Ave., Bend.
UUFCO: (541) 385-3908 i www.uufco.org i P.O. Box 428. Bend, OR 97709-0428
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October 2007 Sunday Services

Sunday Rev. Heather Starr, Minister: “ Speaking Out Against Violence, Part 1:

October 7 Truthtelling”: We begin the work of peacemaking by telling the truth about our

11:00 am lives, our relationships, our hopes and our concerns—and listening carefully as
others share theirs with us. The Collection for the Greater Community today will be
given to Basic Rights Oregon, in honor of National Coming Out Day on October
11. Also, Newcomer Orientation Part 1 follows service (details inside).

Sunday Rev. Heather Starr, Minister: “ Speaking Out Against Violence, Part 2:

October 14 | Peacemaking”: We continue the work of peacemaking by engaging in community

11:00 am and collaboration. The annual gathering of Unitarian Univeralists, General
Assembly, has issued three statements (in 2004, 2006, and 2007) calling for an end
to the U.S. Occupation of Irag. The General Assembly also approved a
Congregation Study/Action Issue, which asks: “ Should we, the Unitarian
Universalist Association and member congregations, reject violence in any form?’
Come engage with these issues and questions. Also, Newcomer Orientation Part 1
follows service (details inside).

Sunday Discussion Group With Tom Wykes: “The Mystical Core of Organized

October 21 | Religion” an article by Brother David Stendl-Rast:

11:00 am See newsletter inside for detalls.

Sunday Dick Falxa: “ Day of the Dead”: During the Day of the Dead service, each

October 28 | family/person will have atable available to decorate the altar in memory of

11:00 am someone (person or animal) deceased who is important in your life. Bring pictures,

objects, flowers, food, etc. for the altar that reminds you of your memory.



http://www.uufco.org

OCTOBER 2007

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6
9:30 am Comm. On Ministry @ Bakers 12 noon -1 pm
4 pm Personnel Committee Conversations with
Cottage or Sanctuary Rev. Heather Starr
6 pm, Choir Practice (bring your lunch)
Old Stone Church 155 NW Irving
7:15pm - 8:45pm Adult RE
Charles Campbell, Old Stone Church
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
11 am Service 12 noon Take Lunch to
Old Stone Church Habitat for Humanity
Rev. Heather Starr Contact B Dobrowski
(Collection for Community 6 pm, Choir Practice 6:00 pm Board Meeting
Old Stone Church Max Merrill's Office
(Newcomer Orientation) 7:15pm - 8:45pm Adult RE
Charles Campbell, Old Stone Church
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
11 am Service 12 noon -1 pm lpm-5pm 10 am-3 pm Adult RE
Old Stone Church Conversations with Conversations with Rev. Heather Starr
Rev. Heather Starr Rev. Heather Starr Rev. Heather Starr Soc. Action Grounding
6 pm, Choir Practice (bring your lunch) (drop in) of UU Faith
Old Stone Church 155 NW Irving 155 NW Irving
(Newcomer Orientation) 7:15pm - 8:45pm Adult RE, Dreamwork 6 pm Circle Suppers
Christine Boyer, Old Stone Church Various homes
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
11 am Discussion 12 noon -1 pm lpm-5pm
Old Stone Church Conversations with Conversations with Service Auction
Tom Wykes Rev. Heather Starr Rev. Heather Starr Trinity Episcopal Hall
6 pm, Choir Practice (bring your lunch) (drop in) 4 pm Family Activities
Old Stone Church 155 NW Irving 155 NW Irving 5:15 Potluck Dinner
7:15pm - 8:45pm Adult RE, Dreamwork 6:30 Auction begins
Christine Boyer, Old Stone Church
28 29 30 31

11 am Service
Old Stone Church
Dick Falxa
1:15pm - 2:45pm
Adult RE-film & discussion
Valerie Warren
Old Stone Church

6 pm, Choir Practice

Old Stone Church

7:15pm - 8:45pm Adult RE, Dreamwork
Christine Boyer, Old Stone Church

Revised on 10/04/2007




PRESIDENT'S LETTER

My pulse always steps up a notch or two this time of year. School playgrounds are swarming
with laughing, running children, the first hint of fall color touches the leaves, crisp nights mean
the bedroom window opening gets narrower and the light comforter comes out again and, sadly,
my walks with Grace along the river trail will give way to monotony on the treadmill in the
garage. (I know, it’strendy to have your own gym in the house but | am not trendy!)

This is also the beginning of our church year — getting reacquainted with congregational friends,
listening to “Heather’swisdom” from the pulpit, and planning for upcoming church events. | am
looking forward to the Second Annual Service Auction on the 27" of October. Please mark your
calendars. It will be alot of fun(d)s.

As you probably know by now, Reverend Starr has a new office location and a new home
address. Congratulations, Heather!

The Board of Directors will be attending their Annual Retreat on September 29". We will be
prioritizing goals, getting familiar with our new duties, and hopefully will come away with a
better idea of how to best serve you, the members. Wish uswell in our endeavors.

We are making a concerted effort in two areasthat | would appreciate your all being mindful of:

1 Greeting new guests at Sunday services. We want to retain as many guests as we can to
return and become involved in the congregation. Please make it a point to talk to at least
one guest each Sunday. Let them know that being involved in UUFCO is an enjoyable
and fulfilling experience.

2. Becoming involved yourselves in church activities. Join a committee, share the
chairmanship of an event with a friend, attend the circle suppers, and sing in the choir. (I
know we all enjoy the choir, it has been such a good addition to our Sunday services, and
to keep it going and viable we need your participation.)

Fall is here and the holidays will soon be upon us. Let us take time to enjoy the beauty of this
season and pledge to serve the congregation in a way that is meaningful to you and beneficial to
usall. Thanks for your cooperation. Happy Autumn!

Max Merrill, President



“ v~ EVENTS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

DROP-IN CONVERSATIONS WITH OUR MINISTER

| now inhabit alovely office space not far from the Old Stone Church. Thisis a private, handicapped-
accessible office located at 155 NW Irving (on the corner of Harriman and Irving, about six blocks from the
church). Thereis parking behind the building and arear entrance right by my office. If you come in the fron
door, my office is down the hall on the left. | look forward to being able to meet and talk with you more oftel
and more easily in this centrally located and comfortable space!

In October, you can find me at the Irving Avenue office at the following times, in addition to other times tha
I’d be happy to schedule with you individually. These are times when you can count on me being in the
office and available to chat with you about whatever you'd like to talk about.

Wednesdays at L unchtime (bring-your-own-lunch): Thursday afternoons:
October 3, 12-1pm October 18, 1-5pm
October 17, 12-1pm October 25, 1-5pm

October 24, 12-1pm

If there is another time that you'd like to go for awalk, have a cup of tea, or that’d be good for
me to come by and visit with you in your home, I’d be delighted to do that. Please be in touch! |
look forward to talking with you.

—Heather (hstarr@uuma.org / 390-6052)

NEw WEBSITE UNDER DEVELOPMENT

One of our web-savvy members, Rocco April, isworking on aredesign of the UUFCO website.
Rocco is gathering up photos of the people and activities of our Fellowship to put on the web.
The photos will be posted without names or any identifying information—they’ Il simply be
snapshots interspersed throughout the site to give people a feel for the energy and warmth of our
community. (If you'd like to make sure that your photo is not included on the website, please let
Rocco, Kathy, or Heather know.)

Do you have any photos of Fellowship people, outings or activities that you could share?
Rocco can receive these viae-mail or on CD, in .jpg formeat.

His e-mail address is rocco@aliceandrocco.com, and his mailing address is:

Rocco April

221 Canyon Drive

Redmond, OR 97756

Thanks so much for contributing to the liveliness of our new website!


mailto:hstarr@uuma.org
mailto:rocco@aliceandrocco.com

NEwCOMER ORIENTATION, 10/7 & 10/14

Are you interested in learning more about UUFCO or Unitarian Universalism in general? Are
you curious what UUFCO membership entails? Our next Newcomer Orientation will take place
in two meetings. Sunday, after service, October 7 and October 14, with Minister Rev. Heather
Starr, President Max Merrill, and members of the Membership Committee present. On October
7 you will have an opportunity to meet and get to know the other newcomers and to learn about
the past, present, and future of UUFCO. On October 14 we will give you a brief overview of
Unitarian Universalism—beliefs, purposes, principles; and tell you what it meansto be a
member of this Fellowship. Most importantly, we will answer any questions you bring. All who
are interested are welcome to come to these orientations—there is no pressure for a commitment;
only an interest in learning about who and what we are. We'd love to have you. A light lunch
will be served to participants. Please contact Membership Chair Melissa Adams at
melissarussell @bendbroadband.com or 598-6344, or our Administrator, Kathy Day, at
uufco@yahoo.com or 610-6694 to let us know you plan to attend these two orientation meetings.

UPCOMING CONFERENCES

The Board of Directors of the Pacific Northwest District of the Unitarian Universalist
Association, along with the UU Church of Spokane, Washington, invites leaders of all PNWD —
UUA congregationsto:

Leadership Council
Saturday, November 17, 2007, 9:00 AM —4:00 PM
Unitarian Universalist Church of Sookane
4340 West Fort Wright Drive, Spokane, Washington

Learning Topic is “Human Resources Policy: The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly” with Rev. Ralph
Mero, Director, UUA Office of Church Staff Finance.

1. How do policies and practices related to saffing and compensation reflect (or negate)
UU values?

2. What isthe latest thinking regarding roles in staff management for board members,
congregational leaders, and UU Ministers?

3. What arethe best practices for performance evaluations for employed and ordained
staff?

This conference is for board members, lay leaders, and professional staff. The cost is $100 per
congregation for ALL ATTENDEES. Lunch isincluded. A goodwill offering will be invited for
acommunity service initiative sponsored by the host congregation. For home hospitality and
lodging options, inquire when you RSV P. Travel scholarships are available for smaller
congregations.

Please contract Kathy Day (385-3908 / uufoc@yahoo.com) if you are interested in attending this
valuable District gathering. We need to RSV P as a congregation by November 12. For more
information: pnwd@uua.org; (425) 957-9116 or toll free at (800) 313-7693.
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IsLAMIC WISDOM TEACHER SEEKING PEACE COMING TO BEND

Imam M amadou Toure, a seventh generation spiritual teacher from Senegal, will be in Bend
for aday of teaching Sunday, October 7th. The Interfaith Ministries of Central Oregon
(IMCO), agroup of diverse faith groupsin Central Oregon, of which UUFCO isa member, is
sponsoring his visit. We are so fortunate to have a Muslim cleric with his perspective visit Bend
sharing hiswisdom and living in Oregon. Imam Toure serves the |slamic community of Oregon
from the Bilal Mosgue in Beaverton and founded the Institute of Islamic and Interfaith Studies.
Its mission isto educate Muslims about the spirituality of scriptural and prophetic Islam
promoting Islam as areligion of education, service and peace. He also wishes to promote
meaningful dialogue between Islam and all other religious systems to bring acceptance,
appreciation and respect between all faiths. He actively contributes to a faith-based solution to
support world peace.

A community forum will be held at 3-5 pm, at Nativity Lutheran Church, 60850 Brosterhaus
Road at Knott, when he will speak on the Seven Principles of Holiness. The talk will look at
seven universal principles, present in all scriptures which, when put into practice, will allow usto
live in our daily lives as holy women and men.

Imam Toure will begin Sunday giving the sermon, “In Search of the Sacred: The Challenges for
Religion Today” at two services at Nativity Lutheran Church, 60850 Brosterhaus Road at
Knott a 9:00 am and 11:00 am. The talk will explore the role and function of religion, the role
and function of the human being and the challenges facing women and men of religion in the
modern world. These issues will be looked a from the perspective of the Jewish, Christian and
Muslim scriptures and traditions.

Imam Toure will also meet with the Jewish Community of Central Oregon at the synagogue,
Shalom Bayit, 21555 Modoc Lane.

Questions? Contact Jai Hari Kaur, jaiharikaur @gmail.com

Mark Your Calendars for the Fall FUNd-Raiser!

Yes, it’s time for an evening of FUN-d!
Our second annual auction takes place Saturday, Oct. 27
At the Trinity Espiscopal Church.

Family Activities begin at 4:00 —
everyone is invited to join in.
Potluck at 5:15 / Auction at 6:30!

For information or to donate items contact
Grace Kennedy - 388-0075 / Gracekennedy@hotmail.com or
Dick Falxa - 382-8616 / jhildreth@bendcable.com
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DiscuUssiON GROUP

On the third Sunday in lieu of service, UUFCO has a discussion meeting led by Tom Wykes.
Everyone is welcome. Meetings are held in the Old Stone Church at 11:00 am. Articles are
distributed by email in advance — the second week of each month. If you would like to be on the
UU Discussion Group email list, please contact Tom Wykes at wykes@bendcable.com.

October topic: “TheMystical Core of Organized Religion” an article by Brother David
Stendl-Rast: Stendl-Rast writes. “In every religion, there is tension between the mystic and the
religious establishment. The great mystic Rumi (1207-1273) attacked his own Muslim
establishment: ‘When the school and the mosgue and the minaret get torn down, then the
dervishes can begin their community.’

Al Hallgj (c. 858-922), on the other hand, was attacked by that same establishment, tortured, and
crucified for his mystical lifestyle and convictions, a persecution not without political overtones.
One way or the other, the same plot is acted out repeatedly on the stage of history: every religion
seems to begin with mysticism and end up in politics. If we could understand the inner workings
of this process, maybe we could deal with the tension between mystical religion and religious
establishment in a new way. Maybe we could transform the polarization into amutually
vitalizing polarity.”

SoclAL ACTION COMMITTEE

Rebecca Boyer & Tammy Tewalt, co-chairs

Adopt-A-Road: Our next clean up of Tumalo Road will be this Sunday (October 7) after
services. We will meet at the Three Sisters Seventh Day Adventist School (west of Hwy 97) at
1:30. Contact Becky Boyer if you can help: 504-0033; rboyer @communitybroadband.com.

Collection for the Greater Community: At the last Social Action Committee meeting, we
designated recipients for monthly collections through September 2008. Several people completed
and sent in nomination forms with suggestions for charities to give the money to, and we would
like to thank them for their time and effort. The recipients through September 2008 are:

October 7, 2007: Basic Rights Oregon
November 25, 2007: Guest At Our Table (program to feed the hungry through Unitarian
Universalist Service Committee)

December 24, 2007: Doctors Without Borders (50%) and Volunteers in Medicine (50%)


mailto:wykes@bendcable.com
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January 27, 2008: Mountain Star Family Relief Nursery

February 24, 2008: Cascade Family & Youth Center —“ The Loft”

March 30, 2008: Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. In 2008 the UUSC is
focusing on Economic Justice. More information to follow.

April 27, 2007: COCC Foundation (scholarship program)

May 2008: This is canvassing month for UUFCO, no additional collection will be
offered.

June 22, 2008: Association Sunday

Summer Break, July & August 2008

September (date to coincide with “Homecoming” service): Bethlehem Inn

Rebecca Boyer will be stepping down as co-chair after December 2007 (but will continue to
organize twice-yearly road clean ups). Tammy Tewalt will continue to chair and Katy Boyce has
offered to be her co-chair. If you would like to become a member of this dynamic committee,
contact Tammy or Katy.

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Sharon Evey, Director of Religious Education

The month of October isa busy one for RE. For our opening activity, we will continue to make
placemats for the potluck and Silent Auction.

October 7th - The students will examine life lessons which are sometimes learned through
gports. After the opening activity, students will participate in several sports projects and examine
some rules and each person's responsibility within these rules promoting, the UU principle, that
each person has a say in things that concern them. Thiswill be a whole group project.

October 14 - Again after the opening activity, we will gather under the Wisdom Tree for a sory
about creation, Adam and Eve and apples. Then the group will participate in a guided mediation.
The younger students will create apple prints while the older students hold their discussion
concerning the story. Then the older students will also get to make apple prints.

October 21 - Discussion Sunday - no RE
October 28 - Thisis our Day of the Dead celebration. The students will learn about the Mexican

holiday "Day of the Dead." They will get to either make their own marshmallow skeletons or
sugar skulls. After our lesson, the students will join in with the adult celebration.



ADULT EDUCATION
October isfilled with opportunities for adult education activity.

Tuesdays, October 2 and October 9 7:15-8:30 Charles Campbell
Charles will be leading the last two sessions in his series Recasting Theology. These sessions
looks at four traditional Judeo Christian stories and recasts them to be consistent with Bible
Scholars. Please feel comfortable coming to individual sessions as it is not necessary to attend
previous meetings.

Tuesdays, October 16, 23, and 30 7:15-8:30 Christine Boyer
Dreamwork: Ever Wonder What Your DreamsMean? This seriesisa follow-up to Rev.
Jeremy Taylor’s sermon on dreams in May, Christine’s workshop in June, and her August
sermon on dreams and the Shadow. If you are interested in exploring your rich inner life through
the medium of dreams, please join us. Oct. 16™ will include a brief discussion on reading and
experiences over the summer and will also include some work on dreams. Oct. 23 &30 will be
devoted to al interested parties — previous attendance at the workshop is not required.

Saturday, October 20 10:30-3:30 Rev. Heather Starr
Where Do UU’s Stand? Where Do YOU Stand?

Rev. Starr will lead a one-day workshop on the social action grounding of our Unitarian
Universalist faith and an exploration of UUA positions on national and international issues.
Together we will discuss which issues hold the most significance for us, and why. We will
consider the unique challenges we face in this contemporary world and take away a renewed
commitment for engagement and action. Bring a sack lunch along with you.

Sunday, October 28 1:15-2:45 Valerie Warren
Valerie will be presenting the second film in this fall’ s film/discussion series.
Darfur Diaries.

Looking forward to November - All four Tuesday evenings in November will be devoted to
the environmental series developed by the Northwest Earth Institute — Global Warming:
Changing CO2urse. This serieswill be led by Diane Dedrick and held from 7:15-8:15 p.m.

Comeand join in. Explore, in community, thisvariety of opportunities.

L\ ®

J)- Painless Fundraising
(i"

Recycle Used Printer Cartridges and Cell Phones — Donate your used printer cartridges and cell
phone to the Fellowship. We can get office supplies or $$ for what would other wise be trash,
plus this keeps them out of the landfill. Bring the used printer cartridges and cell phones to the
Fellowship any Sunday.
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LETTER FROM OUR MINISTER

Dear Friends,

For along time, | have had the dream and goal of immersing myself in an extended spiritual retreat. This
retreat might take the form of a hermitage, a pilgrimage, or ayoga retreat in some distant place where the
unfamiliar surroundings contribute to the feeling of separation, seclusion and introspection. I’m not sure
what it will look like, but it’s something | hope to do someday, something on my “to-do-in-this-life list.”

Just recently | was thinking about this Someday Retreat while sorting through afile of papers. This
particular afternoon | was in the midst of spending a week in a cabin in Washington, reading, hiking, and
sorting through accumulated articles, |etters and documents. It was a cloudy, quiet afternoon; | was sitting
for awhile on the couch, and then on the rug in front of the couch, and then back on the couch. | was
working on The Paper Sorting Project. Hours went by. | looked up at one point and the tall trees outside
were standing just where they had been, hours before, watching me buried in my project. The afternoon
was approaching evening and becoming chilly; fall is coming. The day was passing as | sat immersed in
my piles and my busy organizing.

What I’'m gradually and continually realizing is two-fold, and inspired by the thoughts and experiences
that some of you have shared with me. On the one hand, | have romanticized what a “retreat” involves.
Thereis no such thing as leaving myself entirely behind; my thoughts, worries, anxieties, preoccupations,
habits, hopes and longings are with me wherever | go. If anything, they are more present and unavoidable
to mein the silence of The Retreat than they are in the busy cacophony of daily life. Sitting and wrestling
head-on with my fears and clumsy human imperfectness can be one of the biggest challenges of
retreating, of stepping away for atime from all the stimuli of our daily lives. Away from the telephone,
away from e-mail and television, it is myself that | find impossible to avoid. And thisis one of the central
challenges of any kind of Retreat.

The other realization | had was shared by Mona Kirk not long ago during a service. Theretreat | have
long imagined embarking on, and still hope to someday, that retreat is sometimes happening already,
without my recognizing and acknowledging it. Mona said “1 am learning to think of my home as my
monastery.” Similarly, in my week away, | challenged myself and found myself challenged to think of
that time as my retreat. | was not all “blissed out” the entiretime, | was not continually peaceful, calm,
and unruffled. Instead, in the stretches of silence, | noticed more acutely the patterns and waves of my
own mind and feelings. | observed myself acting and reacting to the world, and | tried to understand my
nature better. | try to understand myself so that | have greater compassion for myself and for others.

Each of us, in our own way, is periodically on retreat, voluntarily and involuntarily. My hopeis that we
emerge from these times with a bit more self-awareness, a bit more awe about the mysteries of the soul
and the spirit. May we also experience a more profound sense of ourselvesin relation to the world, and a
glimmer of the grace through which we cometo be here.

Warmly,
Heather Starr
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Our servicesare held at 11:00 a.m. the 1%, 2™, & 4™ Sundays (3'* is Group Discussion) at Old Stone Church, 157
NW Franklin Avenue, Bend. Visitor s ar e always welcome and childcareis provided every Sunday; Religious
Education provided when thereisa service. UUFCO’ s office phone number is: 541-385-3908. www.uufco.org

Minister Rev. Heather Starr
President Max Merrill

Past President Frank Arnold
Vice President Marean Jordan
Recording Secty Christine Boyer
Corresponding Secty ~ Becky Dobrowski
Treasurer Herb Blank
Member -at-lar ge Ellen Mercer
Member -at-lar ge Vernon Threlkeld
Music Director: Virlene Arnold
Administrator: Kathy Day
Religious Education: Sharon Evey
Newsdletter Editor: Rebecca Boyer

390-6052
388-0075
383-2925
549-1450
317-9649
420-2335
312-2568
382-7232
317-5620
383-2925
610-6694
389-0377
504-0033

hstarr@uuma.or
max@merrill-osullivan.com
franka@bendbroadband.com
marjordan@bendbroadband.com

cboyer @dreamenterprise.com
jim_dobrowski @yahoo.com
hblank @yahoo.com
emercer@bendcable.com

thrd stein@bendbroadband.com
virlene@bendbroadband.com
uufco@yahoo.com
mevey@bendcable.com

rboyer @communitybroadband.com
70555 NW 89" Place; Terrebonne, OR 97760

Newsletter deadline isthe second to last Sunday monthly. Please email, mail, or phone submissions to Rebecca Boyer
by that date. To be added or removed from our mailing list, please contact Kathy Day.

A UUFCO is a Welcoming Congregation. Thisis a volunteer program for UU congregations who seek to become
+ mor e inclusive towards bisexual, gay, lesbian, and/or transgender people.
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